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AvgAs
All my  
yesterdays

It was the annual fly-in at the 
little airfield at Carrickmore, 
half a mile from where I grew 
up in a Nissen hut while Dad 
ran his motorbike garage 
down the front.

I’d booked the thruster, 
and Roy, one of our new 

syndicate members who was still on a restricted licence, 
was keen to come along and see what life was like 
beyond the garden fence.

He almost didn’t find out, for it was so thermally on the 
way down that had I been alone I’d have given it up as a 
bad job and gone back to Newtownards for a cup of tea 
and a Hobnob.

thankfully when we got there it was smooth on final, 
for the runway is about three inches wide with a quarry 
at each end. It’s a bit like landing on an anorexic aircraft 
carrier.

Safely down, I got chatting to airfield owner Dan 
McCartan about the folks who were around when I was 
growing up and flying balsa and tissue Sopwith Camels 
down the meadow by the train station, now long gone. 

Dan remembered Ellen Lowry, who lived in a 
tumbledown cottage up the hill from us and had two 
dogs called Hitler and Satan, and Betty Cowan, who 
ran the hand-pump petrol station and sold smuggled 
Freestate tobacco, as she called it.

“Do you remember the Fullens, your next door 
neighbours?” said Dan.

“Aye, sure do. twelve of them lived in the grey two-
storey Nine Mile House which was the old staging post 
for the Derry to Dublin stagecoach,” I said.

“Well, over there is Frank, one of them,” said Dan, 
beckoning Frank over.

“Holy ****, it’s young Geoffrey Hill. I haven’t seen you 
since we were 11,” said Frank.

How emotional it was, then, to finish our chat, walk 
back to our little aeroplane, take off and climb out over 
the meadow where all those years ago a smaller me 
flew model planes, little imagining that one day he’d fly 
overhead in a real one. 

And to look down, too, on termon, the big house 
where my grandfather Edward was the butler, once the 
heart of a busy working estate and now sadly derelict.

Still, at least I have the satisfaction of having paid 
homage to it all in my latest novel, The Butler’s Son, which 
I’m turning it into a screenplay this summer.

See you at the world premiere.
Geoff Hill 

ghillster@gmail.com
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How do you catch a flexwing? Easy: wait until it’s small and far away,  
then just pick it up. Alan O’Connor and mate Dave Evans in their 
matching yellow Gemini Flash 2 Alphas over Morecambe Bay on  
a jaunt from the Bay Flying Club south of Lancaster

COvER: Andy 
Fell’s six-year-old 
son Leo loving 
his first flight. 
“He’s been 
itching to go 
for a year or 
more, but I’ve 
been waiting to 
pick the right 
moment. He 
can’t wait to 
go again,” said 
Andy.

Cerebral cortex

thalamus

Cerebellum

Medulla / spinal cord

PonsHippocampus

Amygdala

Hypothalamus

Corpus Callosum

Frontal lobe



 PHOTO  
COMPETITION

4 Microlight Flying

THIS MONTH’S WINNERS
First  James Alexander  
 “Over Stirling” (main picture, top right)

Second  Fraser Jarvis 
 “Forth bridges” (immediate right)

Third   Mark Said 
 “Malta” (far right)

Fourth  Michael Stalker 
 “Pacific coast” (above, top)

Fifth  Kev MacNally 
 “Sandy straits” (immediately above)

WE’vE all been making the best of the spell of great weather, with 
some glorious summer shots. Just don’t tell Michael Stalker, who’s 
flying his Quantum across the USA and back, that he’s missing it 
all. That said, life does have its consolations, if his photo above is 
anything to go by…
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Sting S4

Sirius

Low wing Sting S4 
or high wing Sirius

TL-Sting (UK) Ltd
Paul: 07581 471146  Peter: 07905 709759
www.Stingaircraft.co.uk

Advanced kits MTOM 600Kg LSA
Sub 350Kg EMPTY WEIGHT 600Kg LSA version available

Whether the stunning STING S4 catches your fancy, or the exceptionally comfortable 
SIRIUS twin yoke cruiser is your ideal, both are priced the same. 

Advanced 600Kg MTOM LSA kits available. With supervised build options! 

Go on --- have a peek at our website! 
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“Our services help enhance their personal, social and emo-
tional development, equipping them with skills for the future. 
The event helped shine a spotlight on those youngsters who 
have overcome barriers to become amazing and resilient young 
adults.

“I’d also like to thank all the pilots who volunteered and gave 
up their time to be part of Fly the Tyne 2018. It really couldn’t have 
happened without them, and thanks again to Newcastle Air Traf-
fic Control, who helped safely navigate the aircraft through their 
zone. Huge thanks to our sponsors at intu Eldon Square and intu 
Metrocentre who have been amazing with supporting and see-
ing the event through.”

Gavin Prior, regional centre director of intu Eldon Square and 
intu Metrocentre, said: “This fantastic fly-by went off without a 
hitch! As a company that prides itself on creating compelling ex-
periences for our shoppers, we recognised the synergy in sup-
porting this innovative event that brought so much joy to the 
participants, and whose fundraising will make a real difference to 
young people here in the North East.”

SIxTy microlights took to the skies over Newcastle en masse over 
the late May bank holiday weekend in aid of a children’s charity.

The Fly the Tyne event was the largest fleet of aircraft in history 
to fly the route, raising over £2500 to enable the charity Street-
wise to continue helping young people across the North East.

The aircraft, both fixed- and flexwings, took off at 30 second 
intervals from Eshott airfield, coordinated there by Eshott’s Doug 
Coppin and once in the air by Newcastle ATC. 

From there, they flew in convoy over the Angel of the North, 
then headed towards Newcastle city centre via the Metrocentre 
and flew down the River Tyne over the Tyne Bridge, before finish-
ing the 110-mile route by flying back via Tynemouth and return-
ing to the airfield.

Mandy Coppin, CEO of Streetwise and a microlight pilot at 
Eshott, said: “I am over the moon with how well the event was 
received. 

“Fly the Tyne was all about showcasing the North East, pro-
moting flying as a sport and raising the profile of Streetwise, and 
the support the charity has received from local people and busi-
nesses has been fantastic. 

“The money raised, both through the charity flight bids and 
our fundraising on the ground, will allow us to provide more free, 
confidential advice to young people in the North East. 

FLY THE TYNE

Big wing helps  
little kids

Above Flying the tyne, taken from Sywell pilot Chris Levings’ 
SkyRanger

News
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There is still plenty of funding available, 
and we need people to act quickly as there 
cannot be any further extension.

“This extension was in recognition that 
many of the GA users had not been able to 
purchase or install radios before the previ-
ous 31 December 2017 deadline, and also 
that many had been reticent to purchase, 
having heard rumours that some of the 
European countries were simply not go-
ing to abide by the change and wrongly 
expected the UK to reject it.

“The timing of the extension, ending 
on 30 September, further reinforces the 
change in UK law whereby from 1 January 
2019, if your flight mandates carriage of 
a radio, then it must be 8.33kHz-capable.

“Note that the common sporting fre-
quencies are still able to operate on 25kHz 
up to end of this year, but from 1 January 
2019 they will be moving to an 8.33kHz 
channel, so the aircraft, and any ground 
service, wishing to use them will similarly 
need to use an 8.33kHz-capable radio.”

The claim form and details are on the 
CAA’s GA website. Go to caa.co.uk and 
search “EU funding claim”.

SSDR Rally:  
the clock ticketh
ONLY a couple of weeks to go until the 
annual BMAA SSDR Rally at Enstone air-
field, Oxfordshire on 13-15 July.

Places are filling fast, so please follow 
the link at the bottom of the page to regis-
ter your attendance.

Following the successes of the four 
previous annual events, the BMAA is ex-
pecting an even bigger turnout of new and 
old single-seat aircraft.

As well as existing SSDR owners, the 
event attracts pilots of all types of air-
craft wanting to find out more about the 

CPRE attacks  
airspace grabs
THE Campaign to Protect Rural England 
has joined the chorus of protest over the 
proposed airspace changes for Brize Nor-
ton and London Oxford airport, linking it 
to the equally controversial Farnborough 
changes, about which a decision is ex-
pected soon.

This follows a withering indictment of 
the Brize and Oxford proposals from the 
All-Party Parliamentary Group on Gen-
eral Aviation (see MF May, p6), which 
described them as “dangerous”, and 
widespread protest from aviation bodies, 
including the BMAA.

The CPRE comments: “The threat to 
our peace and quiet from TAG Farnbor-
ough has so far been held at bay, prevent-
ing the annexation of vast areas of south-
ern England’s lower airspace for the sole 
benefit of the few private jet owners.

“CPRE members and people living 
in rural towns and the countryside can 
equate at least a doubling of conflict risk 
(mid-air collisions), with increased noise, 
loss of tranquillity, amenity value and 
house blight from the fixed, repetitive 
tracks of Farnborough’s jets and new con-
centrations of displaced aircraft forced to 
fly lower.”

8.33 dosh deadline 
extended
THE CAA has arm-wrestled more money 
from the EU for assistance with buying 
8.33kHz radios.

“This is the fourth tranche period, and 
will close on 30 September. As before, all 
eligible purchases from 16 February 2016 
are able to claim the 20% rebate,” said the 
CAA’s Bob Liddiard.

“We have also been able to increase 
the maximum cap on handheld devices. 

w

Jiří Krajča talks Adrian Jones through the SD-1 Minisport before Adrian’s flight test for 
MF at last year’s BMAA SSDR Freedom Rally

News



deregulated sector and the opportunities 
that it can bring – and it’s a great social 
weekend.

A Saturday night barbie is £15 a head 
for some great nosh. Book yours direct 
by emailing angela@enstoneflyingclub.
co.uk.

On the Friday, a curry and film night is 
£8, booked with Angela at the same email 
address – and with only 20 spaces, you’d 
better be sharp.

To register your attendance at the rally 
in general, go to bmaa.org, then informa-
tion library, events and BMAA SSDR Free-
dom Rally.

Back GA,  
Brokenshire told
THE All-Party Parliamentary Group on 
General Aviation has urged the new Sec-
retary of State for Housing, Communities 
& Local Government to take affirmative 
action to “protect and enhance” the UK’s 
£3bn general aviation sector.

In a letter to James Brokenshire con-
gratulating him on his appointment, the 
153 parliamentary members of the group 
warned him that “we are at a critical mo-
ment for UK aviation and… you hold the 
key, through planning law, to adjust the 
balance in order to both build homes and 
protect an important sector of our econ-
omy”.

The letter was sent as the public con-
sultation on the draft National Planning 
Policy Framework closed. The framework 
sets out central Government guidance to 
local planning authorities, and despite ex-
plicitly recognising the importance of GA 
for the first time ever, the all-party group 
has called for four minor amendments 
which would hugely strengthen the pro-
tection of aerodromes.

The group’s campaign received the 
support of nearly 6000 individuals across 
the country, who each believe that the 
UK’s world-class aviation sector should 
not be destroyed and that Government’s 
short-sighted approach to aviation needs 
to change.

Commenting on the letter, chairman of 
the all-party group Grant Shapps said: “I 
congratulate the new Secretary of State for 
Housing on his appointment, but 153 par-
liamentary colleagues are clear that right 
at the top of his inbox should be protect-
ing our valuable general-aviation sector.

“We simply cannot train the pilots, air 
traffic controllers and engineers we des-
perately need if we continue to allow aero-

dromes to disappear to development. This 
unsustainable approach is now starting to 
have serious knock-on consequences in 
skills shortages, and we want the Ministry 
of Housing to proactively pursue mixed-
use developments that allow a continued 
aviation use. 

“The all-party parliamentary group 
looks forward to seeing some early posi-
tive steps from the Secretary of State.”

It’s good to talk – 
and be on the same 
wavelength
HOW do you select the right air traffic 
service in busy airspace? 

A Chipmunk and Cessna 172 on dif-
ferent frequencies came very close to each 
other near Luton recently. 

The Chipmunk pilot was in a straight-
and-level cruise and looking at a ground 
feature to his left. 

After about 15 seconds he looked 
ahead and saw the Cessna flying slightly 
lower in the opposite direction. He made 
a hard pull-up and the C172 passed be-
low without appearing to take any avoid-
ing action. 

The pilot assessed the risk of collision 
as high and said he had not been closer to 
another aircraft, apart from in formation, 
in 40 years of professional flying.

For his part, the C172 instructor said 
he was in a straight-and-level cruise with 
a student when he noticed an approaching 
aircraft at one’o’clock, which he could see 
was going to pass to the right and above. 

He assessed that there was no risk of 
collision, but was not comfortable with 
its proximity so took control, lowered 
the nose, reduced altitude by 200ft and 
turned slightly to the left. 

The C172 was under only a Basic 
Service with Farnborough LARS, while 
the Chipmunk was on Luton’s Listening 
Squawk frequency; if they had been on 
the same frequency there was a chance 
they might have been aware of each other 
and, even better, if they had used a Traf-
fic Service then they would have received 
specific information. 

The UK Airprox Board, in its report on 
the incident, said that in conditions of less 
than ideal visibility, or for sorties involving 
a high workload or activities which might 
detract from an effective lookout, such as 
an air test or aerobatics, it was well worth 
requesting a Traffic Service if possible.

w

News BETTER BY DESIGN

TY91 - 8.33 Radio

Don’t compromise on  
your 8.33 solution -

Fits in the tighest panel
‘Push Step’ - faster tuning

Dual watch
Programmable memories

Two place intercom
Crisp / illuminated display

TT21 - Transponder

Making flight in busy  
airspace more certain -

Mode S / ADS-B Out capable
Compact and light weight
Built in altitude encoder

Standard VFR button
Crisp / illuminated display

Superior warranty 
 Manufactured in the UK

Contact your Approved Trig Dealer now
www.trig-avionics.com
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Rotax thieves  
strike again
SIX Rotax engines have been stolen in the 
dead of night from Clench Common air-
field in Wiltshire. The thieves struck on 
the night of 7 June or the early hours of 
the following morning, making off with 
four 912s and two 912Ss from three C42s 
and three Euro Foxes. 

A large amount of tools, some of which 
were for carpentry, were also stolen.

“We are awaiting a crime reference 
number and also serial numbers for the 
engines and propellers,” said BMAA HQ.

“Please assist with the promulgation 
of this information and be vigilant to any 
suspicious activity.”

Spitfire – the movie
IN UK cinemas this month is a docu-
mentary on the plane and the people that 
helped win the Battle of Britain, and ulti-
mately the Second World War.

Spitfire, the story of the most famous 
fighter ever made, is told by the last sur-
viving combat veterans, with aerial foot-
age from top aviation photographer John 
Dibbs and rare digitally remastered ar-
chive footage from the tumultuous days of 
1940. Add the glorious sound of a Merlin 
and the rattle of Browning machineguns, 
and it should be a cracker.

The film also explores how this extra-
ordinary plane thrives today and how it 
has become an international icon.

Spitfire will receive its world premiere 
on Monday 9 July at Curzon Mayfair in 
London, followed by a screening on Tues-
day 17 July which will include additional 
exclusive footage from the filmmakers 
and the premiere.

It’ll then be released in cinemas na-
tionwide on 20 July.

Ofcom incom
THE CAA currently administers radio 
licences for UK aircraft and ground sta-
tions on behalf of Ofcom, but Ofcom has 
decided that in future it will issue the li-
cences itself. 

The new arrangements are expected 
to be in place from November. Over the 
next five months the CAA and Ofcom will 
be working together to achieve a smooth 
transition.

“The responsibility for assigning radio 
frequencies to the aviation industry rests 
with the CAA, and this will not change. 

Book Review

w

RAF 100:  
The Official Story
by James Holland 
£25 hardback from Carlton Books or £15.73 from Amazon.  
See carltonbooks.co.uk for stockists

WItH the RAF celebrating its 100th 
birthday this year, books about 
its history are arriving faster than 
Luftwaffe bombers over the White 
Cliffs in the summer of 1940.

However, James Holland, the 
author of Fortress Malta, Battle of 
Britain, Dam Busters and the Jack 
tanner novels among other military 
tomes, is better placed than pretty 
much anyone to write the official 
history, which is why this one’s been 
officially backed by the RAF.

As he says, it’s astonishing that 
in its first 50 years, the RAF went 
from flimsy biplanes to supersonic 
jets, and these are the years the 
book focuses on the most, from First 
World War scouts – which apart from 
the weight of the engine were pretty 
much microlights with machineguns 
attached – through the 1930s, when 
the RAF was the world’s finest private flying club, to the fiery crucible of the 
Battle of Britain in which it forged the bloodied but glittering sword of its finest 
hour.

If, like me, you’ve got dozens of aviation books lining your shelves, you’ll 
enjoy the fact that a century of history has been nicely wrapped up in one 
package, but not find a huge amount that you didn’t know, although two things 
were a surprise to me.

One was that with R J Mitchell dying of cancer and working on a four-engine 
bomber, the bulk of the design work on the Spitfire was left to his colleagues 
Beverley Shenstone and Alf Faddy, who developed the ultra-thin elliptical wing, 
and Mitchell’s deputy Joe Smith, who did much of the work on developing the 
prototype for mass production.

Holland also tackles the much-maligned 1945 bombing of Dresden, arguing 
that it was a den of anti-Semitism before the war and at the time of the raid 
home to 127 factories engaged in war work and a railhead with hundreds of 
thousands of German troops heading for the Russian front or Italy.

there are also astonishing individual stories of courage, such as that of 
Flight Lieutenant William Reid, who looks like a mild-mannered accountant, 
but in spite of attacks on his Lancaster by two Luftwaffe fighters on the way 
to Düsseldorf in November 1943, leaving him with serious injuries, a dead 
navigator and wireless operator, a shattered cockpit and no oxygen, continued 
the raid and got home safely. 

He was 21, and survived to be awarded a Victoria Cross.
So all in all, in spite of a few typos and inaccurate captions, another one for 

the groaning bookshelves. Sorry, bookshelves. Geoff Hill

w
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the Pipistrel team with the Virus SW bought by a flying doctor in Australia

More detailed information and guidance 
will be published soon,” said the CAA’s 
Richard Taylor.

Calton Moor closed
CALTON Moor airfield in the Peak Dis-
trict is closed to visitors for the time be-
ing. Owner Dennis Salt said the airfield 
will continue to be used by members, but 
didn’t wish to elaborate on the reasons for 
the move.

Flying doctor comes 
down with virus
AUSTRALIA’S top brain and spine sur-
geon has just bought a Pipistrel Virus – 
the Slovenian company’s 900th aircraft in 
the Virus and Sinus range.

Dr Vini Khurana plans to use the Virus 

SW, which he’s christened Artemis after 
the Greek goddess, to get to people in 
need in remote locations. 

In other Pipistrel news, a Sinus 912 has 
been certified as the first LSA aircraft in 
India.

The plane will be used by an Indian 
mother and daughter for the world’s first 
circumnavigation by a female Indian pilot 
in a microlight.

Capt Audrey Deepika Maben, India’s 
first female microlight flying instructor 
and female motorglider pilot, and her 19-
year old daughter Amy Mehta had planned 
to leave New Delhi in April, but their start 
has been delayed because of discussions 
with sponsors. 

The mission will take 90 days, with 54 
planned landings in 21 countries, includ-
ing the UK. 

It will be the second flight around the 
world by a Sinus. The first one was by 
Matevž Lenarč ič in 2004. 

Ding ding! All change for MF Central
AS those of you with a better memory than the editor will know, MF was reduced from 
52 pages to 48 in 2013 due to a fall in advertising revenue. The good news was that al-
though editorial fell by four pages, ads had fallen by five or more, so we actually gained 
a page or so of editorial.

Since then, the aim has always been to return to 52 when financially possible, and 
although advertising is looking more healthy, various other factors, including the con-
stantly rising cost of paper, mean that’s not going to happen for the moment.

However, we’ve decided on a few moves to create more space for words and photos.
We’re going to reduce the amount of information on the inside back page to contact 

details for the BMAA and MF, since everything else is available either at bmaa.org or by 
contacting HQ at Deddington. We’re also going to move the bimonthly Buyers’ Guide to 
bmaa.org and drop the classified ads coupon, which is now rarely if ever used.

And we’re planning to get more practical flying and technical advice in the magazine, 
since that’s what you’ve asked for in members’ surveys – in which, incidentally, you gave 
every section of MF a rating of at least four out of five, and were fulsome in your praise.

Thank you! We’ll try to keep it that way, and our production editor and top designer 
Ian Norris says you can help by keeping your photos as well lit as possible, and sending 
them as high-resolution jpegs.

Contact your Approved Trig Dealer now
www.trig-avionics.com

ADS-BE SEEN...
Not all ADS-B Out devices 

are visible on ADS-B 
In systems.

Trig’s certified TN72 GPS 
position source is!

A small price for safety 
and performance.

 Certified to ETSO - C199 
 Enhances visibility 
 Improves flight safety
 Affordable for voluntary equipage
 Install with your Trig transponder
 BMAA/LAA installation approved

News
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Obituary

TED, one of Kent Microlight Club’s legends, died recently at the 
age of 94 after a flying career which stretched back to the Second 
World War, when he was a fighter pilot and one of the Brylcreem 
boys.

However, his career nearly didn’t get off the ground at all. Due 
to an administrative error, he was sent from home in Yorkshire to 
the wrong training base, and arrived at his intended destination 
two days late. 

This proved to be extremely fortuitous, as the man in the bed 
he should have occupied was shot while asleep, when a sentry 
panicked and let off a few rounds at a chink of light in the Nis-
sen hut because through the waving trees it looked like a torch 
signalling. The unfortunate man was found dead in the morning.

Ted learned to fly on Miles Master 3s with 56 OTU at Kirkton 
of Tealing near Dundee in 1942, then converted to Hurricanes. 
While there, he also flew three hours on clipped-wing Spitfire Mk 
5Cs. During his training, Ted’s instructor took the flight to escort 
a mystery Russian aircraft back to the airfield. Ted found out later 
that the plane was carrying General Molotov for a secret meeting 
with Churchill.

In 1942, Ted was posted to Hurricane Squadron 263 at RAF 
Colerne, but after nine months was retrained on Westland Whirl-
winds, a twin-engine fighter powered by two Rolls-Royce Pere-
grine engines and armed with four Hispano-Suiza 20mm can-
nons. 

The Whirlwind was capable of 350kt straight and level, and, 
while there was no swing on take-off, if you lost an engine or 
had a bomb hang up, it was time to take to the silk. Over 115 
machines were lost, but Ted managed 1100h without any ma-
jor problems, although he reckoned the aircraft almost came to a 
standstill when you fired the cannons.

He moved on to St Eval, Warmwell and Debden, then a tem-
porary base at RAF Manston, where they spent the spring and 
summer of 1943 living in tents and flying sorties which involved 
patrolling for illegal shipping and shooting anything that moved 
between Ostend and Calais. 

Posted back onto Hurricanes with 137 Sqn at Manston, he 
clocked up 400h. During his stay a disorientated German pilot 

Last of the Brylcreem boys

Above ted enjoying himself in a Spitfire at Manston after 55 
years; and (top) ted in 2004

geoff Hall pays tribute to the legendary Ted van Zeller
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Foxbat A22L

GT450 or Quantum 912

very kindly delivered a Focke-Wulf 190 to the RAF after he mis-
took Manston for a friendly base and was promptly arrested be-
fore he could take off again.

Ted took the opportunity to acquire a souvenir when no one 
was looking, and became the proud possessor of a German aero-
nautical slide rule.

Ironically, the nearest Ted came to being shot down was when 
towing a target drogue from a Miles Master. 

The idea was to fly along the beach at Clacton and have every 
anti-aircraft gun in the vicinity try and hit the drogue, but a badly 
aimed practice cannon shell exploded in Ted’s cockpit, leaving 
him deafened and severely disorientated. He somehow managed 
to land back at base, and got the doctor to pronounce him fit to 
fly again.

His luck ran out eventually, and he was finally grounded after 
a fuel problem forced him to belly-land in a ploughed field near 
Basingstoke in September 1943. As he came to an abrupt halt his 
shoulder harness gave way, and he imbedded his face in the gun 
sight. 

He spent three days in an ambulance looking for a hospital that 
could accept him (nothing new there) and convalesced at Leeds 
Castle for three months, where he got to shake hands with Wing 
Commander Guy Gibson of Dambusters fame. He remained in 
the RAF and ended up managing the stores at an Allied base near 
Caen in Normandy when the war ended.

He didn’t fly again until 1955, when the bug bit and he started 
flying light aircraft out of Blackpool. When he moved south he 
flew with the Cinque Ports Flying Club at Lydd and also did some 
gliding, but when he failed his medical in 1979 he decided to 
branch out into microlights and became member number 320 of 
the fledgling BMAA.

He first shared a Rotec Rally, which he flew out of Lydd, fol-
lowed by a Tripacer, a Half Pint and an XL. His first flight in 
the Half Pint was memorable: he had 12 forced landings in the 
200-odd miles between Stoke and Kingsnorth. Another failure 
put him in a field with two disgruntled bulls, and while fending 
them off with the wing managed to push a loose wire back into 
the coil and take off.

On his first flight to France in the Chaser, his engine coughed 
severely across the Channel, but he said that even a Merlin always 
sounded different over water. On arriving at Calais he put 24 li-
tres in his 25-litre fuel tank and nonchalantly remarked that he 
must get the leak fixed sometime.

He was an inspector for many years, which greatly contributed 
to his 2000+h on microlights. 

During his later years, we arranged a surprise visit to the Spit-
fire and Hurricane Memorial Building at Manston, where he was 
able to climb into a wartime Spitfire after a 55-year absence.

After donning a leather helmet and goggles, he talked us 
through all the controls as if it were yesterday, although he said 
he preferred the Hurricane as he had more hours on them, and 
after a quick walk round the museum’s example, reckoned he 
could have climbed in and flown it without any problem at all.

Ted was still adding to his 5000+ logbook hours when he was 
in his ’80s, happily flying the skies of East Kent in his little red 
Chaser and latterly a Firefly, very much like a Chaser and pow-
ered by a 250cc single-cylinder Rotax engine. He liked it because 
the wing fitted to the monopole in the conventional way, unlike 
the Chaser’s, which he could no longer lift. 

He moved back to Yorkshire for his last few years, and that is 
where he passed away. God speed, and go chase those clouds, 
Ted. We won’t see your like again. fo

r 
ai

rc
ra

ft
 s

ta
tu

s 
se

e 
B

uy
er

s’
 G

ui
d

e 
o

n 
b

m
aa

.o
rg



14 Microlight Flying

Letters

HEAvENS 
ABOvE  

DEPT

More g, 
vicar?

DEAR EDITOR
We have come to know and love our SkyDemon navigation 

software, but how many have Angel Assist installed? Well, I do. 
I have the privilege of owning a Quik GT450 with the registra-

tion G-OGOD, although I get a bit of a ribbing as a result of calling 
“God on final” etc. 

Now, my long-suffering wife, having previously watched my 
“remarkable” demonstration of landing prowess when I bounced 
a mere four times, has described my flying skill as a true example 
of shock and awe which rendered her speechless. 

Funnily enough, that’s just what my instructor said before he 
retired to Portugal for a long overdue rest on doctors’ orders.

Sadly, after watching my landing, my wife’s fear of flying re-
turned after 20 years of marriage, so it was wonderfully seren-
dipitous that last week, approaching Headon airfield to attend 
a barbecue, I heard on the radio that Trevor Davies had a friend 
of mine in the passenger seat of his Quantum: none other than 
our much loved, respected and retired parish vicar, Mrs Felicity 
Eunice Myfanwy Ferriter! 

And indeed, after I landed, there she was standing with some 
friends, including pilots Bev and Leigh Perkins, who had flown 
from Wickenby in their Quantum. 

Even better, Felicity was in her full regalia, complete with Bible 
in hand. She is still authorised to officiate and is one of those love-

Lee McIlwaine and his very own flying vicar

ly people who does not mind you’re not a regular churchgoer. I 
gather she loves a challenge! 

During my recovery from recent major surgery we had ex-
changed humorous messages on Facebook, and I had promised 
her a flight. 

She is just a lovely person you cannot help but like, and having 
also seen my landings on Facebook and heard my wife’s views, 
she decided that it was necessary for the aircraft and pilot to be 
blessed, which she duly did. 

So after she had kitted up, we taxied out to the runway. I must 
say the warrior yell she gave as we hurtled down the runway and 
climbed out was most un-vicar like! I have had to have my hear-
ing aids mended. 

Once we were at cruising height, she pointed out historical 
facts of the locality spread below, and blessed the parish and the 
fields and pretty much everything in sight. It was a joy to be able 
to take her up.

I’m sure Angel Assist will catch on, since we had no turbulence 
on the flight and clear views for miles and miles.

We love our retired vicar, and the £50 my wife donated to the 
British Legion which the vicar supports so well was our thank you 
for her bravery.

Lee McIlwaine
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Mod be with you
DEAR EDITOR

I was at the field the same day as Lee, 
and also had Angel Assist installed by Fe-
licity, although in my case after I took her 
flying.

She blessed seven parishes as we flew 
over each of them, which makes me won-
der if she instinctively knew that in my 
case she would be in very safe hands and 
the blessing could take place after the 
flight. ( Just teasing, Lee).

I was wondering, though, having re-
cently had my trusty Quantum success-
fully inspected and permitted, do I now 
need to apply to the BMAA for the rele-
vant modification for my new Angel Assist 
installation?

Regards, trev Davies
Trev, good question, although I suspect your 
mod’s been approved by a higher power than 
the tech office, hard though that is to believe 
– Ed.

Geordie delight
DEAR EDITOR

Some of your readers may be aware 
that on Saturday 26 May, Doug and Man-
dy Coppin ran the the 2018 Fly-the-Tyne 
event out of Eshott airfield. 

The occasion allows microlight and 
gyro pilots to fly the River Tyne at low-lev-
el through Newcastle, in this case 700ft, 
and much of the overall 80-mile route sits 
within the Newcastle Airport CTA. 

Not only is it a great and exhilarating 
flying challenge, it also raises awareness 
and some cash for an excellent charity 
called Streetwise which helps young peo-
ple in the Newcastle area. Mandy is the 
CEO of the charity.

The event was the culmination of many 

w
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Chris Levings and mates prepare to set off from Sywell, headed for Fly the tyne
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months of detailed planning and coordi-
nation – not only with the crews of the 100 
aircraft booked but with Newcastle ATC, 
whose support was excellent throughout, 
and with many other agencies, including 
the media. The quality of communication 
and coordination before and during the 
event were absolutely superb.

In the end, poor weather on the pre-
ceding day and on the morning of the 
event threw many challenges at everyone, 
and in the end I believe some 60 aircraft 
participated.

The route and flight profile, which 
were impeccably planned, demanded rea-
sonably precise speed and height holding/
navigation, and the quality of airmanship 
needed to be high too – as a community of 
fliers, I think we acquitted ourselves pret-
ty well, and we all had some great laughs 
into the bargain!

So from the crews of the three Sky-
Rangers from Sywell, Chris Levings and 
Dave Archer, Allan and Tony Birt, and 
Richard Wenham and me, we’d like to 
offer our sincere thanks for such an awe-
some event.

What a great experience, one perfectly 
within the capabilities of most microlight-
ers, and certainly something to help when 
it comes to sharpening those flying skills.

Thank you and regards,
 Paul Higgins

Watching and waiting
DEAR EDITOR

A recent Sunday started with a very 
nice sausage butty at the always busy café 
at Blackbushe. It’s wonderful to see in MF 
that those guys have had a change of heart 
regarding microlights. 

That was followed by a leisurely drive 
down to Popham in glorious weather in 
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the recently acquired Silver Surfer, aka 
Citroen C3 1.4i. Vin Diesel, eat your heart 
out.

At Popham, there was an RV fly-in, 
which meant a busy and fascinating four 
hours of lessons, overhead transits, arriv-
als, departures, and pleasure flights with 
the all-important memento and photo – 
all part of the joy of aviation on a fantastic 
day at a popular and well located airfield.

Domesticity loomed, and it was time to 
go, but as I coaxed the Silver Surfer along 
Popham’s driveway it occurred to me that 
during my adventure I had seen helicop-
ters on training flights at Blackbushe, light 
aircraft movements at both airfields, heav-
ies overhead – maybe en route to exotic 
locations – and gyros arriving and depart-
ing. I love how those machines land. 

There was a passing flexwing to the 
west of Popham enjoying the afternoon 
peace as the pilot made his way north-
wards. And was that a Rans S6 being es-
corted by a rather lovely 1940s Aeronca 
Champion? 

And what about that majestic Beech-
craft Staggerwing that arrived late after-
noon and evoked thoughts of Hollywood 
in its prime and air travel with broad seats 
and large windows?

Earlier, while catching sight of a turbo-
prop, maybe bound for Southampton, I 
saw two paramotors approaching grace-
fully from the west to pass way overhead 
Popham and on towards the east. Later 
on, two more flew past south of the air-
field, turning towards medieval Winches-
ter, perhaps to tip a nod to Alfred the 
Great. 

As I considered this lot on my way 
home, a glider passed over, no doubt re-
turning to nearby Lasham, and in the dis-
tance a hot-air balloon rose into the late 
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Mike Carlos watches a departing A380 
and dreams of the day he’ll be back up 
there again

Ouch. Paul Eastlake’s Quik comes a cropper at Carrickmore (photo: Ian thompson)

Nasty prang, great mates
DEAR EDITOR

I flew to the fly-in at Carrickmore, Northern Ireland, in May. Unfortunately my 
landing turned into rather more of an arrival, and I ended up hanging upside down 
in a wreckage of tubes and trike on the grass verge alongside runway 26.

Why this happened is for me to mull over, but I just wanted to take this opportu-
nity to publicly thank all those who provided assistance in my hour of need. I was in 
no frame of mind to collect or remember all of their names, but they were all bloody 
marvellous. 

Special thanks to first responder Dr Marie Carson, Paul Thompson from C-More 
Flying Club and fellow member Darragh Gallagher, who drove late at night the very 
considerable distance to Enniskillen and back to collect me from the A&E depart-
ment where the ambulance had taken me. There were no problems, but they just 
wanted to check me over, as I’d passed out.

Thanks also to Colin Johnson, who had to abandon a load of his gear to accom-
modate me in the passenger seat of his SkyRanger and get me home to Hunsdon 
on the following day.

Without the help that all these brilliant people provided, I’m at a loss to know 
what I’d have done. Thank you all.

My thought on the causes are that I was:
a) very cold, which may well have affected my judgement – Scottish Information 

and then Aldergrove Approach had kept me up at FL70 for a long time, long 
after I’d crossed into NI; and 

b) distracted by aircraft on runway 26 backtracking and taking off, and I might 
have slowed down in the circuit to try to increase separation.

This then meant I was slow on final, and when I flared, there was insufficient fly-
ing speed and I dropped, probably stalled, on to the tarmac runway. I then bounced 
back into the air, the Quik moved to the right and came down nose first onto the soft 
verge next to the runway. 

The nosewheel dug in very deep, stopped dead, and the rest of the aircraft sim-
ply pivoted over the top of it.

In hindsight (a marvellous thing, shame you can’t have foresight of your hind-
sight!), I should have recognised the above, and gone around.

Paul Eastlake
Paul, glad to hear you survived, and well done on thanking all concerned. I was planning 
to go on the Saturday from Newtownards, but wussed out and went on the Sunday in-
stead. The gusty crosswind of Saturday must have been a huge handful on a narrow strip, 
especially in a flex.

They say that pilots are divided into those who’ve had a prang, and those who still 
have to. I had mine in our syndicate CT2K years ago when I wrecked the nosewheel leg 
and prop, and with the PhD I now have in hindsight, should have done the same thing 
and gone around – Ed.

w
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afternoon calm to witness the spectacle 
of London in the distance and abundant 
countryside beneath. 

And the display was not done yet: 
there was an executive jet out of, dare I 
say, Farnborough. 

So many forms of flight in one day, not 
to mention sub categories: Group A, flex-
wing, prop, jet, fixed wing, biplane…

Such days only inspire, and I am so 
pleased that even from a distance such 
pleasure can be drawn and I can enthuse 
to others the joy that is flight. I’ve had to 
delay my flight training after redundancy, 
followed by a couple of lower paid jobs 
than I once had. Hopefully I’ll be able to 
resume my training soon.

One day, I shall again be able to view 
from on high. 

Regards,  Mike Carlos

This has got to stop
DEAR EDITOR

I was glad to see the quick message 
from the BMAA team about the theft of 
six Rotax engines, props etc from my good 
friend Graham Slater’s business (see our 
news section – Ed). 

I’ve just spoken to Graham after learn-
ing of the theft. I’ve known him for about 
45 years; we’re about the same age and he 
has accompanied me on recent touring 
trips. He taught me hang gliding back in 
the ’70s, then flexwings, then converting 
to three-axis when I ordered a EuroFox, 
which I was instrumental in introducing 
him to.

I am deeply upset for Graham, his fam-
ily and instructors. He has put his heart 
and soul into his business over so many 
decades, and this is devastating for him. 
As well as the loss of the engines and 
damage to the aircraft, of course the de-

Letters

bilitating issue is the impact on his train-
ing business. Right now, I know he feels 
defeated.

This engine theft plague has been go-

ing on for a few years now, and I know 
the BMAA has been in close contact with 
the police, but what more can we all do to 
get the police locally to take this seriously, 

www.flyaboutaviation.com 
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Microlighter Alex Cuthill having some paramotoring fun, by Jim Crosby

The Famous Five go beach flying
DEAR EDITOR

Just a quick note to say thanks for putting my snapshot of my mate Alex Cuthill flying 
the paramotor over the beach on the cover of last month’s MF. The promised fame, for-
tune, glory, riches and general superstardom that flows from having the cover shot has 
descended, as you always said it would, and Alex is enjoying it immensely. 

On the other hand, I had to go to work on the Monday and nothing much has 
changed for me. Hmm.

As a bit of background to the pic, there were five of us down at the beach that even-
ing. I was there to take some photos while the others were going paramotoring. Four of 
us were Perth-based microlight pilots and BMAA members, and between us we owned 
three microlight aircraft. We also added up that over the past five years we had owned 
seven different microlight aircraft. Not a bad BMAA representation in that group. 

By the end of the evening, the guy who was neither a BMAA member nor had ever 
been in a microlight got so fed up of the rest of us talking about how fantastic it was 
and what he was missing that he took up the offer of a passenger flight in a flexwing a 
few days later. He enjoyed himself so much he has bought a half share in a Quik and is 
starting his training at Perth Airport, as well as obviously continuing to get all the fun of 
paramotoring with the rest of the guys.

Good result all round, methinks. Jim Crosby
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and effectively do something to bring this 
gang or gangs to justice?

It’s most unlikely these engines will be 
offered for sale in the UK, and both logic 
and rumour say they are going to Eastern 
Europe. The pattern suggests that it is a 
small gang who have been involved in 
many of these thefts. 

What happened at Clench means they 
must have spent significant recce time 
and worked out a method of getting to the 
airfield, which means in that small village 
area someone must have seen some unu-
sual goings on recently. 

The trouble is that these days we have 
little confidence the police will do the 
legwork to investigate. Graham said the 
scene of crimes officer didn’t even want 
to attend, although did eventually. How-
ever, the police didn’t even follow the tyre 
tracks of how the thieves gained entry.

This is a serious organised crime, 
which could put a business out of busi-
ness. And what else is this gang up to? I 
know that the Government security ser-
vices are seriously concerned about the 
possibility of a microlight aircraft or drone 
being used for a terrorist incident. For that 
reason these thefts need serious attention 
by the authorities.

It’s up to all of us to get together and do 
our own detective work. Someone some-
where knows who is involved and where 
these engines are going. Six in one go 
takes some shifting. 

Kind regards, Adrian Whitmarsh

If the police won’t act, 
we should
DEAR EDITOR

I’m pretty sick of the LAA and BMAA 
hand-wringing over the ever growing list 
of stolen 912s.

Both of them are relatively well off, 
and the police don’t appear to have the 
resources or the inclination (“Rich boys 
losing some of their toys”) to follow this 
up, so what’s to stop the organisations get-
ting a half-decent private investigator onto 
the job?

While there’s no downside to the bad 
guys stealing, they’ll keeping coming 
back, just like a crocodile.

Once they know that we know who’s 
doing it and where they are going to sell 
them, we can use forceful diplomacy to 
stop it.

It might be too difficult to get the law 
to put them away, but social media is a 
great weapon in the right hands.

John Hughes

So near and yet so far
DEAR EDITOR

In reply to Pete Howson’s letter in June 
MF, he almost found the microlight site 
on Lanzarote. It’s just north of the road 
where he spotted the model flying club’s 
airfield.

Unlike the model club’s polished as-
phalt, the microlight site more resembles 
a car park, with a loose cinder surface and 
a wind streamer or two, rather than large 
windsocks which would get blown away.

Microlights are stored nearby and can 
sometimes be seen taxiing across the 
road. The site is also used as a landing 
place for hang gliders.

The microlights on the island are most-
ly flexwings and more recently a few para-
trikes, and they tend to fly in the lighter 
morning and evening air. In stronger 
winds, flying on the island can be very 
turbulent, as there are so many sharp cliff 
faces. 

From top Callum with Chris Levings 
before his first flight in the SkyRanger; 
Callum’s drawing of the SkyRanger; 
and Callum,15, now learning to fly and 
hoping to become a commercial pilot

Talent Scout
DEAR EDITOR

For the past several years I have 
taken hundreds of Scouts and Guides 
for a flight as part of the young Aviator 
Days at my home base of Sywell, and it 
clearly makes a difference to some.

I took Callum Doak up in my Sky-
Ranger when he was eight, and I’ve 
just heard from his mum Ellie that he’s 
now 15, learning to fly and hoping to 
become a commercial pilot.

We need young people in all 
branches of aviation, so if we can in-
spire just a few, it’s so worth it. 

I hope to take Callum flying again 
soon, and you never know, he might 
be up front on a future holiday jet 
you’re in. Chris Levings

Coming soon to a 
Primark near you
DEAR EDITOR

Who says maps are redundant?
In the photograph taken at Lee on So-

lent, Kent Microlight Club CFI Rosie Simp-
son is modelling this year’s must-have 
fashion accessory from the CAA’s Summer 
Collection. 

Cunningly styled from a 1/4 mill map 
(she likes the greater detail), this sun hat 
borrows styling from both Napoleon and 
Nelson. It also cleverly doubles as a navi-
gation aid in an emergency. 

Practical and stylish – well done, Rosie. 
Mind you, I wasn’t going to be seen walk-
ing with her! Geoff Hall

w
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Lanzarote is a windy place in summer, 
so November to March is the hang glid-
ing/paragliding season, and if you view 
the hill at Macher on Google Earth you 
will see around 40 rigged hang gliders set 
up ready to launch at the island’s annual 
hang gliding competition.

Andy Buchan

That tantalising  
strip of water…
DEAR EDITOR

Re the letter in May MF about David 
Cook’s McCulloch-powered VJ23 cross-
ing of the Channel in a microlight before 
(I think) Ann Welch coined the term, 
while not belittling the achievement, as 
chairman of the RAeS human-powered 
flight group I feel duty bound to point out 
that the lowest-powered Channel crossing 
was by the Gossamer Albatross. This was 
powered by Bryan Allen in 1979, winning 
the Kremer Prize. 

It took about 270-300W to maintain 
level flight, which was 23 times less than 
that available to David (if the McCulloch 
kept running!)

I am reminded of the fact it is possible 
to do more with much less every day, as 
there is a rib from the Gossamer Albatross 
above my office door.

There have also been several low-pow-
ered electric flight crossings of the Chan-
nel well before the recent Airbus vs Pipis-
trel vs Siemens farce, which was eclipsed 
by a French Cri-cri. 

There was the Solar (Electric) Chal-
lenger, another MacReady design, which 
flew from Paris to Manston in 1981. Also, 
Gérard Thevenot flew across by electric 
motor with a hydrogen-powered fuel cell 
in 2008, 100 years after Bleriot.

Model aeroplanes have crossed the 

Channel too. I recall E.D. used the feat 
to promote its model diesel engines, and 
recently Mike Booth piloted his Spitfire 
model across the Channel to Manston by 
radio control from the passenger seat of a 
Eurostar!

Best regards, Bill Brooks

The only Brit around
DEAR EDITOR

Recently I was serving as an official at 
the 10th FAI World Paramotor Champion-
ships in Thailand. 

There were 116 competitors in 101 air-
craft from 14 nations, but not one British 
competitor amongst them.

I believe this is the very first time in 
all of the 60 FAI Category One champion-
ships in which we could have participated 
in either microlights or paramotors, since 
the first one in 1984, that there has been 
no British team.

British paramotor team, I hope you are 
ashamed of yourselves.

Regards, Richard Meredith-Hardy

British paramotor team and committee 
member Barney Townsend replies: This 
year we regretfully took the decision not to 
participate in Thailand. 

Sending a team to Thailand is a massive 

expense, far more than for competitions in 
Europe, where equipment can be transported 
by road.

Efforts were made to attract corporate 
sponsorship, but the limited media coverage 
that our sport and competitions receive makes 
this a difficult proposition to sell, and we were 
unable to raise the necessary funds. 

As a result, each team member would have 
needed to contribute a significant amount of 
personal funding towards the trip, in addition 
to using up all of the remaining team financial 
reserves. 

We felt that the most effective use of our 
resources this year would be to play a longer 
game, invest in future competition success 
through a drive to identify and recruit new 
squad members at home in the UK, and focus 
on developing the skills of both aspiring and 
existing team pilots. 

To this end, we have significantly revised 
the format of the British National Paramotor 
Championships for 2018, and we will be run-
ning a number of training events and trips for 
the squad throughout the year. 

In particular, we are planning a training 
camp to be held not long after the national 
championships, at which places will be spe-
cifically allocated to and funded for promising 
new talent. More details on this will be pub-
lished soon on ppgcomps.co.uk.

We look forward to returning to interna-

the Gossamer Albatross which crossed the Channel in 1979

Letters

w

Don’t let the British weather frustrate your training! 
FLY365 Ltd now offers Flight Training 
on Portugal’s Algarve at the 
‘Aerodrome De Lagos’

• 10 and 20 hours Flight Training Blocks
• Hour building • Ground school 
• Ground Exams & GSTs available Oct. through April

New and Refurbished Aircraft: Quantum 912, and Ikarus C42

Check Out Fly365’s website at www.fl y365.co.uk and click
on the ‘SUN’ for more information on winter fl ying in the Algarve

Telephone 01673 885111 • Mobile 07831 439651

Malcolm Howland and his team at Fly365 aim to continue the successful legacy of Gerry Breen’s AAC and wish Gerry and Karen good times in retirement
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tional Category One Championships in 2019 
with a larger and stronger team than ever be-
fore!

Done to a tee
DEAR EDITOR

If any fellow members are interested, I 
make mugs, T-shirts and keyrings to or-
der, from one-off to quantity, which make 
great gifts or prizes.

Some clubs use them to reward first 
solos or GSTs, syndicates buy them for 
their group and clubs buy them for spe-
cial events.

It started a year ago after looking for 
something unique for my plane that I can 
keep at home and show people, rather 
than just a picture.

Anyone can contact me at 07941 
190037 or woodwardp163@gmail.com, 
and I have a Facebook page, Mugsnmore.

Regards , Paul Woodward

I’m feeling lucky
DEAR EDITOR

A chap of 88 has just collected an old 
rotavator from me that I sold on eBay. His 
trailer looked like one built for a micro-
light. 

When I mentioned this, he said he 
uses it for classic motorbikes but that he 
lives just a mile from Preston Capes farm 
strip, where the next Nationals round 
takes place, and that his next-door neigh-
bour was Keith Negal.

What are the chances of that? I’m off to 
buy a lottery ticket…

Ciao! Richard Gibbs

Runway success
DEAR EDITOR

I’ve just read the article in MF about 
the missing visual reference point Bridge 
of Don. Perhaps a plug for RunwayHD is 
in order, as this has the Bridge of Don 
clearly marked on both CAA and vector 
charts.

Regards, John Murphy

Letters

Limited
places. 
Sign up
today!

Spamfield 2018 - it’s even better!
Don’t miss the UK’s biggest and best Microlight Fly-in and Saturday night ‘Party’
SANDOWN, ISLE OF WIGHT - FRIDAY 28th to SUNDAY 30th August, 2018

Join us for the Microlight event of the year at Sandown Airport, Isle of Wight
Well stocked bar, great food, multiple live bands and the hospitality  
you have come to expect from the new Sandown Airport management     
➤ Only £15 for the whole weekend for pre-registered BMAA members!     

Weekend includes: Friday to Sunday ‘Come and Go as you like’
Landing Card, two nights camping and entrance to the Saturday 
night ‘Party’ (food and drink not included)

Register online NOW at www.eghn.org.uk/news
Event numbers are capped and BMAA members have first refusal. 

 

£15

£25

£10

£15

BMAA pre-registered 
members

Non pre-registered
BMAA members or
Non-BMAA members

Weekend Day

Paul Woodward mugs and t-shirt

w
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in THE COCKPiT

In at the  
deep end

Merv Middleton meets  
new boy Nick Matthews

“I got my pilot’s licence collected by a friend on 
the Friday from the CAA at Gatwick, and on the 
Saturday I flew to the Isle of Wight, throwing in an 
18-mile water crossing. On the Sunday I flew to 
the Isle of Man for the TT races, with 70 miles over 
water from north Wales.”

HAVING builder Nick Matthews in our flying club is useful: 
we now have a nice patio and most of the hangars have decent 
flooring. 

As a bonus, when his kids join us on our trips, the aver-
age age is halved. And to give credit where it’s due, Nick 
has embraced microlighting and crammed in a lot in a 
short time. 

How did you get into microlighting?
I saw the Round Britain Rally on TV and was really im-
pressed. The scenery was great, especially the west 
coast of Scotland. I had never given it a thought until 
then, and to be honest I hadn’t a clue what a micro-
light was. I booked a trial flight in February 2012 
and was hooked. I owe my instructor Steve Eyers at 
Shobdon a lot.

How long have you been in the BMAA? 
Three years, which makes me very much the new 
boy.

Why microlights?
It was a natural progression. I had done some 
freefalls, bungee jumps and paragliding. Even 
before then, as a child I remember asking my 
mother for a hang glider for Christmas, and was 
bitterly disappointed!

What do you fly?
Pegasus Quik GTR Explorer. It’s perfect for me: fast, w

21July 2018

Guess what country Nick is in…
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stable and great for touring. I’ve only ever had a few flights in a 
three-axis, mainly the C42 for my licence validation, and more 
recently the Dynamic.

Where are you based? 
Broadmeadow Flying Club. It’s only a mile and a half away, but I 
never knew it existed.

How many hours P1? 
Just passed 260.

Aviation highlights?
Fly-UK 2016, because it was my first long trip. Out around 
northern Scotland and the Outer Hebrides has made a lasting 
impression, especially as my daughter was with me. I’ve been very 
lucky, with every trip being different. I’ve crossed the Channel 
five times, done Ireland, Blois, Friedrichshafen and over the Alps, 
landing at the Alp d’Huez altiport. Last year was Amsterdam, 
Berlin, Krakow and Budapest.

Did you have help doing all this?
Oh yes. I would never have left Hereford without the other club 
members. They’ve guided and shepherded me across Europe, 
even carrying my kids as well! We have a variety of aircraft with 
differing speeds, but we always stick together. I still find it hard to 
believe I landed my Quik in the heart of Budapest.

in THE COCKPiT

Above Nick and daughter Georgia at Alpe d’Huez altiport in the 
French Alps

Facing page (1) Nick at 10,000ft over the Alps; (2) Georgia and 
Nick modelling their summer collection; and (3) Nick and Quik 
on Fly-UK 2016

Have you ever crashed? 
Once, and it was probably my worst moment in flying. I was car-
rying a passenger, and as I touched down his leg locked out on 
the foot control bar, in fear, I guess. I was unable to react fast 
enough, and we left the runway, damaging my trike and wing. An 
expensive and painful lesson, and never carried him since!

Things that flying’s taught you?
Listen and take advice. Great Britain is beautiful from the air and 
you realise how small it is from the air. We are so lucky.

Which two people have been most important in your 
life so far?
My kids. Ollie is 25 and into his para motor and Georgia is 22 and 
has just had her first flying lesson.

472.5kg as a maximum or greater?
I would love to see it go up to 600kg to give greater choice, but 
only if there is no increase in bureaucracy. Also, it’s long overdue 
that we accept the European DULV standard. Why do we have to 
be so different? I walk around the Friedrichshafen Aero Expo sur-
rounded by planes the rest of the world can fly with great safety 
records, but they will never make it to the UK. I just can’t believe 
we’ve got it right and the rest of the world is wrong.

Happy with what the BMAA does? 
I guess so. I’m new to the sport, so don’t really have many expec-
tations, but I attended my first AGM at Popham this year and was 
really surprised at how little the BMAA does to sell the sport and 
advertise it; quite disappointing, really. If there is a strategy or a 
commitment, then I didn’t see it; lots of talk but nobody tasked 
to market it.
(Editor’s note: the BMAA is about to appoint a marketing officer)

w
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Would you like to see any changes?
I want the association to show to everybody out there what I see 
now, and market and sell the sport. If I had not seen the TV pro-
gramme. I would never have known, I couldn’t even buy Micro-
light Flying in the shops.
(Editor’s note: the BMAA has looked at this before, and it’s not finan-
cially feasible)

What do you think of MF?
I like it, especially now I am in it!

What would be your perfect life?
Winning the lottery and flying all the time.

Favourite airfield?
It’s got to be Gap-Tallard. What a place, with every form of avia-
tion, fantastic facilities, friendly people and what a location, sur-
rounded by the Alps! In the UK it’s Sandown. Try a night out with 
mad Dan, and you’ll know what I mean.

Dream aircraft, money no object? 
My kids want me to have a Shark, but I want a Dynamic.

What would you do if you weren’t in aviation? 
I would be still searching. I’m lucky to have found flying.

When were you happiest? 
Now. Life is good. 

Glass half full or half empty? 
Full. 

Other hobbies? 
I got a bike, so I had better start using it!

Where do you want to be in five years?
Carrying on where I am now, having lots of adventures and visit-
ing new places, but it has to be with a group. It’s no fun on your 
own.

Dream flying trip? 
I always dreamed of flying to Australia, but now knowing the 
level of bureaucracy, cost and hassle, it’s not for me. America is 
attractive, so maybe one day.

Future flying plans? 
Everything and anything. The next trip soon is down through Ita-
ly to Sicily and back via Montenegro and Croatia. That excites me.

What aviation lessons have you learnt? 
My hardest lesson to learn was doing a go-around. I used to be so 
committed to landing that even as it was unravelling around me, 
my brain would never come up with the go-around option. Now 
I don’t hesitate.

Tell me a surprising, fact about yourself. 
That I have a pilot’s licence. That shocks quite a few people. So 
many of my friends have got old, with slippers on in front of the 
fire. They’ve lost the fire in the belly, and are jealous when I tell 
them I have a microlight. Flying keeps you young! 

So many of my friends have got old, with 

slippers on in front of the fire. They’ve lost 

the fire in the belly. Flying keeps you young!

“” 

1 2

3
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THE original plan had been to fly to an airshow at 
Poznan in Poland via Berlin and tour the north west 
coast of Germany, but the weather looked miserable 
over the whole of northern Europe, so I suggested we 
go south to the sunshine and Corsica, since it had 
been on my hit list for a while.

And so off from Marton on a fine Sunday morning, 
which was entirely pleasant until low cloud over the 
Isle of Wight forced us down to 300ft.

Fortunately, it lifted on the other side, and we 
sailed on to Cherbourg at 3000ft, filled up with fuel 
and then couldn’t believe that the restaurant and toi-
lets were shut.

Oh well. With stomachs grumbling, we set off 
down the west coast for a pleasant evening and over-
night in Granville, which really is a nice spot, then on 
down the coast to Soulac.

Naturally, we arrived at 1.30pm and had to wait 
an hour and a half for fuel. The long lunch breaks in 
France can be a big problem in terms of getting fuel, 
so be warned!

From there, it was high temperatures and blue 
skies heading south east to Carcassonne over rivers, 
green fields, and huge wooded areas. 

We had no planned stopping-off places, just the 
goal of getting to Corsica, so it was a pleasant sur-
prise to have inadvertently landed at another inter-
esting town. Our plan was to fly east along the coast 
to the south-east point of France at 600ft, with 12 
reporting points along a route which Steve had spent 
ages loading into the GPS. 

Alan shufflebotham and steve Dancaster 
head south for a fabulous jaunt

Above Propriano 
airfield, Corsica 
(left) and Corsican 
salt pans (right)

Insets the 
route plotted 
in retrospect by 
Sharon Cox; and 
the ancient Moor’s 
head symbol of the 
island, now used as 
its flag 

In Corsica

After Carcassonne, everything was going fine until 
something heavy at Montpellier was taking off on our 
track, so ATC directed us inland to reporting points 
that we were hurriedly trying to find on our paper 
map, then back onto our coastal route, which took 
us over hundreds of acres of salt flats, some a funny 
red colour. 

Realising the wind was 25kt across the runway at 

COR(sica), what a trip!

24 Microlight Flying
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miles away, and was I glad to see it; the strain on my 
eyes was horrible.

At Cures, we missed the arrester wires by a healthy 
distance and found the restaurant open for once, and 
while tucking into the dish of the day, decided to fly 
on to Avignon, with the intention of working our way 
back up the east side of France.

With our stomachs full for a change at this time of 
day, we decided not to fill up with fuel, thinking we 
had enough on board for the journey.

However, we hadn’t counted on a strong head-
wind, or the controller at Avignon who made us orbit 
with only a few litres of fuel left and Steve unable to 
get a word in, while she mucked about with aircraft 
on the ground. After two orbits, I was very glad to get 
on final and throttle back to land.

Avignon, as in the 15th Century song, Sur le Pont 
d’Avignon, turned out to be a cracking place. We 
stayed at a campsite over the river across from the 
old walled city, and just around the corner found an 
Olympic-size swimming pool with bars and lots of 
facilities, and spent a couple of hours cooling off in 
there.

Even better, we stumbled on a music festival, with 
brass bands in front of the town hall, groups playing 
in every small square and even a choir singing the 
odd English song. With the streets packed with peo-
ple, the atmosphere was electric. 

We decided that our next stop was to be Annecy, 
some 30 miles south of Geneva, at the end of one of 
France’s biggest lakes. 

I’d been there before, and liked it. The lake is fed 
from mountain streams, and rivers run through the 
town, with bridges connecting streets with back to 
back restaurants and bars. Paradise. 

At Semur, we arrived with 500ft cloud and rain, 
landed at a justly deserted airfield, donned water-

La Mole, we changed to Cures, just to the north west.  
With a runway into wind this was a lot friendlier, 
or so we thought until we started to flare over the 
numbers.

“What the **** is that?”
It was only an arrester cable across the runway! 

Luckily I had enough speed to yank the stick back 
and hop over the cable, then happily do a respectable 
landing. 

Now we know what the funny symbols at the end 
of the runway in the flight guide for this military/civil 
airfield refer to. Also, we later learned that you need 
an alpine rating to land there because of the moun-
tains around it. Oops!

This was the fifth place we had landed at with no 
restaurant open, so we made do with the breakfast 
bars we always carry with us, filed a flight plan, filled 
up with fuel, then took off with a headwind of 25kt 
gusting 30kt south east, not looking forward to a 
slow 120-mile crossing to Calvi in Corsica.

Thankfully, with 50 miles to go, the headwind 
turned into a tailwind, and our crossing time was 
only 1h 40min.

Calvi really is a stunning place, so the rest of that 
day was spent walking, drinking, eating and more 
drinking, then a night in a hotel with a balcony over-
looking the bay.

After paying landing and parking fees of under 
€30, we headed 80 miles down the west coast to Pro-
priano for a day of sightseeing, followed by a walk 
down the runway at 11pm, a paddle in the sea and 
our first night of the trip in a tent.

The next day, it was farewell to Corsica and back 
across the sea to Cures. We were stuck below a blan-
ket of cloud at 2500-3000ft, and the sky blended into 
the sea with nothing to focus on.

Land did not become visible until we were only 15 

“” It was 
only as we 
started to 
flare that 

we noticed 
the arrester 
cable across 
the runway

25July 2018
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Ed McCallum needs little persuasion for a 
flying adventure. This time it’s a birthday 
bash in Prague and Aero 2018

WHEN my old school mate from Gateshead, Jimmy Dorning, said 
he was planning to hold his 60th birthday “social gathering” in 
Prague, I realised that it was the weekend the Friedrichshafen air-
show would be finishing. And since that’s 250 miles south-west of 
Prague, I could do both with some mates.

I would be flying with Mel Harris in his CTSW, and Kevin 
Waugh, a very new kid on the apron who hasn’t had his licence 
much more than a year, would be going in his new uniquely-col-
oured Eurostar all on his lonesome. Very brave of him!

Mel and I left Eshott in Northumberland on a Wednesday morn-
ing and sneaked between Luton and Stansted. I’m convinced the 
gap there is getting narrower.

After Headcorn, it was over the Channel and a straight line for 
Donaueschingen, high in Germany’s Black Forest and the source of 
the River Danube, as you may remember from my Down the Danube 
piece in May 2014 MF.

The tiny Brigach and Breg rivers meet in its famous concrete and 
stone well near Furstenberg Palace to form the great river.

A brief call to Friedrichshafen the following day informed us that 
no slot was required for VFR and that they were relatively quiet, so 
we set off on a 35min flight, most of it along idyllic Lake Constance 
on the edge of the northern Alps and Germany’s largest lake, with 
a shoreline of 300km.

Meandering up and down the many aisles at the show, one of the 
first stands we came to was Flight Design, where we met up with 
good old Oliver Achurch (erstwhile CT importer – Ed) and Gary Mas-
ters and learned from the new boss of Flight Design, Sven Lindig, 
that the CT may soon be back on sale in the UK.

After lunch, Kevin Waugh, the magnificent man in his flying 
machine, turned up, having done really well, flying from Eshott to 
Fenland, then on to Calais and a long slog down through France.

By now it was Friday, and time to head to Prague for Jimmy’s 
party night. The sunshine was still with us when we left southern 
Germany and for most of the flight through Bavaria.

We landed at Letany, a great airfield just a short taxi ride from 
the centre of Prague where we had booked our hotel near Wenceslas 
Square – which isn’t actually a square, but a very long oblong. 

The party turned out to be a late night and early morning celebra-
tion, so we didn’t fly until well into Saturday afternoon to allow time 
for the cobwebs to clear, and made our way home via Valenciennes 
and Headcorn, although not without an unscheduled stop at Boston 
because the trim tab tape had started to peel back and was causing 
an unnerving flutter on the elevator. After this we enjoyed a trouble-
free flight of 90min home to Eshott. 

Two birds,  
one stone

proof jackets and walked into town for kebab and 
chips.  

Back at the airfield, the weather was clearing, so 
we set off for Le Touquet, landed safely with a 15kt 
crosswind, grabbed our bags and got a taxi into town 
to look for a hotel. Only to find that almost every-
where was full because of another music festival. Yes, 
we’d done it again.

Oh well. After finally finding a room, we spent 
the evening touring the bars, stuffing ourselves with 
curried moules marinières avec frites, and finally being 
presented with festival T-shirts at 1.30am.

We woke up to rain, rain, and more rain, but then 
a pilot flew in from the UK quoting a 1200ft cloud-
base, so we headed north up the Channel at about 
800ft for Southend, since that avoids all the high 
ground of Kent; the only trouble is the landing fee!  

After being robbed of £20, we were ready to go, 
until preflight checks revealed a flat tyre. Luckily I 
carry a half-size bike pump, which I used for the first 
time in four years.

I should really have mended the puncture, but the 
ground was wet, there was rain in the air and I knew 
we would be landing on grass at Marton, our home 
field.

On final, I was pretty sure my port tyre would be 
flat, so I held the ailerons to starboard to keep weight 
off it as long as possible.

Safely stopped, with me lifting the port wing we 
dragged it off the runway with a car – an undignified 
way to end another good trip that had been a great 
learning curve.

Not to mention acquiring my second bird strike, 
which left a slight dent in the leading edge of a wing. 
Bet it’s not the same bird. 

Above VFR over Corsica, but not by much…
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(1) Lake Constance and the Alps beyond; (2) one of the vast halls 
filled with shiny toys at Friedrichshafen; (3) left to right, Mel Harris, 
Gary Masters, Oliver Achurch, Ed McCallum; and (4) Kevin Waugh 
touches down at Letany airfield, Prague
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(1) Dan’s view suddenly took a turn 
for the worse; (2) Dan on the apron at 
Blackpool Airport with his favourite 
Eurostar, Victor tango; (3) Dan after his 
first solo – we all know how good that 
grin feels (both photos: Marcus Furniss); 
and (4) the Seven Sisters tower blocks, 
Rochdale

“IS that a bird?” Bang! 
The aircraft shook, and beyond the 

canopy it looked like a pillow fight had 
gone badly wrong. 

Yes, it was a bird. 
The intrepid aviator (if that’s a good 

description for a now quite dead bird) had 
flown straight into my propeller. 

And since this was already my second 
attempt to land on Barton’s shortest run-
way in challenging conditions, the situa-
tion was far from ideal. 

It had been an interesting flight al-
ready. I’d not been flying for two months 
due to a combination of the North West’s 
famed Californian weather patterns, my 
own hectic lifestyle and my girlfriend’s 

Forgive me 
feather

Fast and exciting, she was a perfect match 
for my personality. Basically I like any-
thing that’s fast and dangerous, although 
I don’t have a death wish. You can keep 
your bungee jumps and bull runs, thank 
you very much. 

The drive to Barton always fills me 
with a little nervousness, for two reasons. 

Firstly, I’m wondering whether I’ll ar-
rive to find weather or wind which is not 
as good as I’d hoped for.

And secondly because, despite the 
rather naff blue Flight Crew Licence inside 
my flight bag, I still can’t believe I’m actu-
ally a pilot. This means I am always nerv-
ous before I go flying. I sometimes wonder 
if that feeling will ever go away.

I arrived at Barton and realised I’d 
booked Alpha Papa. Now I’m not para-
noid at all, but anything bad that has ever 
happened to me while flying has always 
happened in Alpha Papa. 

Not that I’ve that much experience, 
having qualified a mere nine months ear-
lier and since then only managed about 
20h.

I’ve always felt more comfortable in 
Victor Tango, my favourite Eurostar. I had 
my first lesson in her, first solo in her, first 
successful solo cross-country in her and 
passed my GST in her. 

Contrast that with Alpha Papa. I 
messed up my first cross-country attempt 
in her, flying an incorrect circuit and land-
ing downwind. 

Even worse was lining up to take off 
on the return journey, applying full pow-
er then quickly aborting after realising I 
hadn’t done my pre-takeoff checks. I felt 
like a right idiot, and I’ve never been back 
to that airfield since.

And not only was I flying Alpha Papa, 
but the runway in use was 32, which I’d 
never used before. 

Oh well. I took off without incident, 
and cruised east until the familiar func-
tional ’60s architecture of the Seven Sis-
ters tower blocks in Rochdale loomed into 
view.

They’re an excellent landmark when 
flying around the Roch Valley, which com-
pensates a little for the horrifically bland 
eyesore they are when viewed from the 
ground. 

I started a nice slow cruise descent to 
enhance the forthcoming spectacle for my 
audience on the ground. I was, of course, 
assuming that she had by now risen from 
her previously dormant state and taken 
advantage of the coffee I’d left in the 
kitchen for her.

Now for the tricky part. Where exactly 
was my house? The thing about flying is 

untimely cycle accident that had left her 
in a very bad way in hospital. 

I was desperate to go flying again. So 
when I was stirred from my slumbers by 
the sound of an unusual north-easterly 
wind, I was not put off. 

“It’ll give me a chance to practice my 
crosswind landings,” I persuaded myself.

Decision made, I jumped out of bed, 
kissed the corpse-like figure in bed next 
to me and made some coffee.

The only snag was that it was my girl-
friend’s birthday. Yes, the same one who 
had just had a pretty traumatic cycling ac-
cident. And here I was going flying. 

You might ask: “What kind of an in-
sensitive, selfish person are you?” and it’s 
a fair question, but I had a plan up my 
sleeve. I was going to treat my convalesc-
ing birthday girl to an airshow. What 
could possibly go wrong?

Thermos filled with hot brown loveli-
ness and a sugary biscuit in my mouth, 
I grabbed my flight bag and headed out 
to the car. 

I’d had the Skoda Octavia vRS a while 
now, and I never got tired of driving her. 

Dan Roach’s birthday treat for his girlfriend was  
going all right – until it went all wrong

1
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that all the houses on a particular estate 
look very similar.

You see, it’s not like Google Maps when 
you’re up there. For a start, when you are 
perusing Google Maps in the comfort of 
your living room, there is very little danger 
of hitting said landscape at 90mph.

There are also lumps and bumps in 
the real world, whereas on your laptop 
screen it’s all rendered flat into some kind 
of photo graphic map onto which you can 
even overlay street names. 

You can’t do that in the air. Believe me, 
I’ve tried.

It’s also imperative to fly the aircraft 
while trying to navigate; in other words, 
keeping it well away from the edges of the 
air at all times. These edges can generally 
be identified by the appearance of build-
ings, land, sea or interstellar space. It’s not 
that easy to fly in these environments, so 
it’s much better to stay in the centre of the 
air.

Add to all of this the need to keep an 
eye out for potential landing sites in case 
of an engine failure, observing air law, 
watching out for other aircraft and listen-

ing out on the radio, and you can see why 
it’s not as easy as you might be thinking. 

If you’re not a pilot, try balancing your 
laptop on top of your bike while riding 
round and round a busy traffic rounda-
bout, looking for somewhere safe to pull 
over if you have a flat tyre and avoiding all 
the lorries and bendy buses that are trying 
to kill you, all with your headphones on 
listening to your favourite football team in 
the FA Cup final. Now find your house on 
Google Maps at the same time.

Actually, don’t do that (I can feel a law-
suit coming on).

Thrillingly, I managed to locate my 
house relatively quickly, then set course 
for the back garden.

My plan was to fly a couple of circuits 
at over 500ft, then add a bit of power, do 
a climbing turn and waggle the wings on 
my way back to Barton.

Watch out Red Arrows, you’ve got 
competition! And how many of you have 
ever had your own personal airshow flown 
over your back garden on your birthday? 
Just call me Mr Romance.

So, smoke on (I might have made that 

bit up) and feeling like Red One, I per-
formed my two-minute routine to the fig-
ure I was sure I could see far below me.

Satisfied, I waggled my wings and 
turned west for home, basking in the im-
agined success of breaking my airshow 
virginity, riding a high on the flight back 
to Barton. Nothing was going to spoil my 
day.

Or so I thought. 

• Next month in part two: Dan’s disturbing 
encounter with a feathered friend. You can 
read more of his writing at danroachauthor.
wordpress.com and on Facebook at facebook.
com/danroachauthor.

“” The Seven Sisters tower 
blocks are a horrifically 

bland eyesore, but a good 
landmark

2
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GPS/GNSS-based applications on dedicated devices, and more 
recently on phones and tablets, have been very good for pilot 
workload and have made flying routes with complicated naviga-
tion much easier and safer. 

Car sat navs have now been around for well over a decade, and 
the obvious benefits (stress-free journey without map reading er-
rors) and pitfalls (the map isn’t accurate) are well documented, 
but studies have revealed that there may also be disadvantages to 
GPS use, downsides that are not so obvious.

In the same way that walking or cycling would benefit our fit-
ness, compared to using the car and not getting enough physical 
exercise, it transpires that not doing enough things to keep the 
brain agile can allow certain areas of it to decline. 

This lack of activity and decline also can be measured as poor-
er results in the tests for early-onset Alzheimer’s Disease. 

You see, the brain is not dissimilar to a muscle in some re-
spects, in that it needs use, or its functionality will atrophy. 

Different areas of the brain have different functions, and when 
it comes to finding our way and having that sense of where we 
are, it’s the part of the brain called the hippocampus that does 
the hard work. 

The hippocampus is our internal GPS, and is also responsible 
for turning the present and the very short-term past into new 
memories. If it stopped working, you wouldn’t have any new 
memories, just old ones from before its failure. It’s one of the first 
parts the brain to falter at the onset of Alzheimer’s Disease. 

Understanding of what does what in the brain is still advanc-
ing by leaps and bounds, because the technology to see inside the 
brain and to measure activity is likewise racing ahead. 

We now have in-depth visualisation of what is going on inside 
our heads in a totally non-invasive way in real time. Techniques 
like EEG (Electroencephalo graphy), which measures electrical 
impulses in the brain, with a fast response time but not giving 
highly accurate locations of the said activity, have been matched 
with newer technologies like fMRI (functional Magnetic Reso-
nance Imaging), which maps blood flow in the brain to produce 

Stop your GPS brain drain
If you thought a hippocampus was a university for  

large grey beasts, think again, says steve Uzochukwu

better spatial resolution for the activity in question. fMRI isn’t as 
fast as EEG, though, is expensive to use, and requires the sub-
jects to be immobilised.

These technologies allow us to map areas of the brain and the 
activity within them when we are doing something. 

A study undertaken at University College London in 2000 
showed that the hippocampi of London taxi drivers were enlarged 
compared to the general population. Bus drivers, by contrast, did 
not show the same enlargement.

This suggested that the process of doing “The Knowl-
edge” is responsible for the difference. In a follow-up study 
using a simulation, the same academics found that the hippo-
campus was at its most active in the planning stage of the 
route ahead. Other areas of the brain then got involved as 
roadblocks were encountered or major landmarks passed.  
Having decided where the brain activity was taking place when 
a person was navigating, other studies looked to see what effect 
changing the style of navigation would have. 

Again, UCL undertook a study, but with people who had no 
knowledge of Soho in London. They were first taken around the 
area, then tested for familiarity, as there would be no point in test-
ing if no memories had been acquired.

The following day, the volunteers were put through two dif-
ferent simulations to get from one place to another. In the first, 
they had to push buttons to make a decision at each junction or 
opportunity for change of direction, and in the second, they were 
instructed which way to turn. 

The results were quite clear – in the first case, at every deci-
sion, there was increased activity in the hippocampus, and the 
level of increase was proportional to the complexity of the junc-
tion to be navigated or the number of options. 

In the second case, where no decisions were made and the 
subject simply followed orders, no such activity occurred; as the 
research group leader said: “Any connection between brain activ-
ity and street complexity was totally ‘abolished’.” This shows the 
downside of GPS use. 
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Above Choices, choices… it doesn’t have to be an either or 
between charts and tablets; and Steve Uzochukwu’s brain, by 
Joe Crutchley

In a third study, of the Igloolik Inuit in northern Canada, ini-
tial advantages bestowed by GPS systems were offset in later years 
by the loss of traditional skills which were complementary to the 
use of electronics but couldn’t be totally supplanted by GPS. 

It became apparent that what was needed was an approach to 
navigation that combined the two methods, engaging the brain 
and prompting the necessary hippocampus activity, but without 
losing the clear advances of stress reduction and the amazing ac-
curacy of the GPS unit. 

GPS units provide accurate information, but a paper map and 
some planning will provide context, and your hippocampus and 
the related parts of your brain will be working for you. 

Last month our friends at Fasvig, the Future Airspace Strategy 
VFR Implementation Group, came up with a strategy to combine 
GPS use and traditional thought processes in aviation. The com-
plete document can be found at fasvig.org/nav.

It aims to provide you with a simple guide to integrating GPS 
into traditional navigation. Having read it, I’d say it does a very 
good job, especially in the planning advice it gives. 

My three favourite snippets are to use very distinct features as 
turnpoints or VRPs, to avoid turnpoints that are purely electronic 
with no easy visual confirmation of the same, and to use “hand-
rail” features. 

An example of a handrail is a junction with the roads converg-
ing from either side of the planned track. Another suggestion is 
to get your navigation software to produce a traditional pilot log 
at the end of your route-planning stage, which can be kept as a 
backup. 

GPS or traditional navigation methods should not be a choice 
we have to make, but an integrated approach to make the most of 
both, and to have a fallback if either should fail. 

The bonus is a retention of mental acuity that will also spill 
over into other parts of life, with attendant rewards. 

So navigation is a combination of the old and the new, rather 
than a mutually exclusive choice, and that two-pronged approach 
will have benefits for you in mainstream life outside flying. 
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Cerebellum
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Mark gardiner was determined not to 
let a little dense fog stop him making 
it to Popham

READING last month’s MF article about Popham, and how 
God is BMAA’s latest new member, made me chuckle, as he 
is not alone.

You see, his opposite number, Airman 666, is based in 
Cornwall. 

Let me explain. After being scuppered by weather several 
years in a row in attempts to make it to Popham from my 
base at Dunkeswell, I didn’t quite believe the stars aligning 
for the peachy forecast for Popham this year.

Still, being an optimist by nature, I was all set to blast off 
from my new field at Perran porth.

What could possibly go wrong? Everything, that’s what. 
On the Friday, conditions were ideal in the rest of the UK, 

but the whole of the north coast of Cornwall was shrouded 
in sea fog.

It was the same on the Saturday, so late on and un-
deterred, I trailered the kite up to Bodmin to launch on Sun-
day morning.

I’ll get 
there if it 
kills me…

Above Fog at Perranporth

w
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Fully expecting to have to pitch a tent 
for the night, I was very grateful for the 
offer of a joined-up bed in the resident 
mobile caravan at the back of the tower. 
Heavens, I even had a telly for the footy. 
Thanks, chaps!

I awoke on Sunday to panoramic blue 
skies, rigged up and was soon on my way 
to Dunkeswell and a fuel top-up for the 
thirsty 582. With a headwind, I was chug-
ging along at 42mph groundspeed at one 
stage, but it didn’t matter. I was on a mis-
sion.

It was nice to land at Dunks again 
and reminisce about my training back in 
2014, when flying the plane took all my 
attention and the radio was just too much 
detail. I remember once getting it wildly 
wrong and my instructor Jim exclaiming: 
“That’s OK, Mark, just pick any runway” 
after me failing to acknowledge correctly a 
call from ground radio.

From top En route to Bodmin; an almost 
empty Popham but time for beer and, 
er, doughnuts; and happy to be back at 
Dunkeswell

This flying’s a doddle, 
Balders. All you need is a 

good navigator

“” 
Onward to Compton Abbas, a crack-

ing little airfield with great food, more fuel 
and a final swot on the route to Popham 
and its arrival procedure. As Blackadder 
put it: “This flying’s a doddle, Balders. All 
you need is a good navigator.”

Thwarting the best efforts of Airman 
666, I finally make it to Popham on Sun-
day evening; I may have missed the main 
event, but it was still a big tick in the box 
for me to do the trip.

Tent up, and it was time to search for 
beer and food, but the only places open 
were a doughnut wagon, and more impor-
tantly a lone alcohol seller.

I met up with fellow flexwingers Phil, 
Brian and Andy from St Michael’s near 
Preston, and after a few pints of incredibly 
strong ale and great banter all evening, 
the boil in the bag burger and beans at 
10.30pm under the stars was like manna 
from heaven.

On the way home, I made the same pit 
stops, and with the weather almost per-
fect, it was good to revisit cross-country 
skills and speak to LARS stations.

Safely back at Bodmin with the sea 
mist ominously close, it was time to de-
rig, then home for tea and medals after a 
great couple of days. Hurrah! 

w
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NATIONALS

Comp and circumstance
Richard gibbs on how he accidentally fell in love with 

competitions, and how you could too

COMPETITIONS

I RELUCTANTLY began motorised flying 
when Owain Johns was still a young man. 

My previous and absolute passion had 
been winch and aero-towed rigid wings, 
which is such a fabulous way to fly, but 
the group simply evaporated and I was left 
with either long drives to distant hills or 
the prospect of triking with our tug pilot, 
Owain.

I started lessons with little enthusi-
asm, joined the BMAA for the magazine, 
and skipped any pages reporting “boring” 
competitions. And yet now, um Gottes Wil-
len, here I am about to write about a com-
petition!

I got the licence, joined Owain and his 
Q and got on with it, and it rapidly be-
came irresistible. But comps? Nah… until 
the first one as SLB (self-loading-ballast) 
in the back seat with Owain flying. 

I wasn’t much impressed at first, feel-
ing like any outsider would, but then un-
expectedly found myself looking forward 
to the next comp, and the next, and the 
next…

The last one at St Michael’s, just east 
of Blackpool, was the most enjoyable to 

date. As national interest in flying inexpli-
cably dwindles, so do the numbers of peo-
ple able to enter a comp because of age, 
time constraints and commitments, but I 
bet that some of you of any age reading 
this would absolutely love the comp scene 
if you took the plunge and entered one. 

It’s great fun, with wicked banter, 
mickey-taking, communal meals, incred-
ible new vistas and new friends. And what 
could be more breathtaking than flights 
over the Lake District, as in the St Mi-
chael’s competition?

Here’s how it went…
Saturday morning, the day of the comp, 
we took off at 5.30am and rose above a 
sparkling, misty countryside for the 183-
mile trip up north. So early, so beautiful, 
so quiet. 

We swopped seats at Pound Green, 
and arrived at St Michael’s to find every-
one there and a monster breakfast waiting, 
although I advised Owain against a third 
cuppa, having read in May MF about the 
eminently sensible happy nappy chappie.

Neil King and Tim Burrow are sea-
soned competitors and hard to beat, but 
luckily for us two it was they who were or-
ganising this event, and we were soon on 
our way in dazzling, warming, cloudless 
sunshine, with happy hearts and a task 
entitled Wainwright’s Steps. Where else 
could this lead us but into the heart of the 
glorious Lake District?

This was to be a sequential naviga-
tion task in which once a photo had been 
clocked, we had to turn 90˚ and look for 
the next. 

We started overhead Lancaster and 
criss-crossed the M6 six times, taking in 
places such as Kirkby Lonsdale, Kendal 
and Center Parcs and landing in a preci-
sion box at Bedlands Gate grass farm strip 
by Appleby-in-Westmoreland.

Sunshine, blue sky, greenest grass, 
sheer bliss – and a cracking packed lunch 
waiting for us. All the aircraft landed and 
parked, and we sprawled on the meadow 
discussing our fabulous flights as the own-

Above Richard and Owain set off at dawn 
for the St Michael’s competition

w
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ferent and satisfying in parts of Britain 
you would not normally visit. I’m glad to 
be a part of it all.

As we completed the task, I looked 
west to the distant Irish Sea and contem-
plated a possible future crossing to the 
land of Hobnobs and wet lettuce. One 
day, perhaps.

Back at St Michael’s, and precision 
landings, which are fun to do and watch. 

You fly up to 1000ft over the airstrip, 
then cut the engine. Deadstick land-
ings are not compulsory, but preferred. 
If you’re a bit rusty, just leave the engine 
ticking over instead. 

You then drift down to land between 
a couple of lines on the strip. If you miss, 
which everyone does quite regularly, the 
overheard comments from other competi-
tors are so priceless that they should also 
be scored. On his first attempt ever, Brian 
beat pilots with years of experience!

And so to the pub for beer and food, 
and a brilliant end to a faultless day’s en-
tertainment, followed by a night under a 
spectacular Lancashire starscape, albeit 
so cold I had to sleep in my flying suit.

On the Sunday, our task flight took 
us around the area between Blackpool, 
Fleetwood and the M6, covering as many 
marked waypoints as possible before fly-
ing to the east side of the motorway to do 
the same. 

Each half of the flight had to last for 
exactly the same time calculated to use a 
limited amount of fuel. 

The comp was won by Mark Fowler 
and Mary Russell. Mary usually flies 
with Laurie Hurman, but he’s temporar-
ily grounded following a run-in with a Mr 
Betts, although he heroically drove all the 
way from Oxford to help with the mar-
shalling along with Dave Cornwell, for 
whom nothing is too much trouble.

Oh, and if you ever fly into St Mi-
chael’s, just hope and pray that Eileen 
King or Gill Cornwell are on hand to serve 
their unique Cordon Bleu English Break-
fast – yet one more reason to give comping 
a shot.

Thanks to you all for a truly fabulous 
weekend. 

er of the whole area, Lord Hugh Lowther, 
aristocratically trundled his tractor past 
the aircraft with his door open.

He wasn’t actually tight for space in the 
middle of a field, and yet… crunch… he 
managed to royally bash into Brian Har-
rison’s wing, bending two battens and a 
dive rod.

Hmm. Shouldn’t he have been down 
south attending some wedding or other at 
Windsor about which none of us had time 
to give any thought, this particular day?

Trevor Parr, who hangars at Bedlands, 
saw the predicament poor Brian was in 
and immediately cannibalised his own 
wing to present Brian with two battens. 
Splendid chap is Trevor!

This was Brian’s first competition. He 
had flown alone all the way from Haver-
fordwest and enthused about this first 
task, dispelling earlier reservations he had 
faced concerning meeting “top comp pi-
lots” and many new challenges. I surmise 
that he has become a convert, and we all 
hope to see him at other venues.

An accuracy and photo task followed, 
leading us over Ullswater with views to 
Keswick and Derwentwater. 

Wicked banter,  
mickey-taking,  

communal meals, 
incredible new vistas  

and new friends

“” 

Left Winners Mark Fowler and Mary 
Russell with co-organiser Neil King; and 
a drunk spider slowly bleeds to death. 
Oh, all right then, it was the first task at St 
Michael’s

Right tim Burrows, BMAA Council 
member and one of the St Michael’s 
comp organisers

The high Lakeland moorland in spring-
time looks from the air like an inhospita-
ble, yet dramatic, sombre desert, with vast 
tracts of dormant heather interspersed 
with glistening, rocky outcrops, and it is 
striking just how scarce are tracks and 
footpaths. 

Despite the thousands of annual 
tourists, some of the areas we flew over 
are surely only occasionally traversed by 
earthbound visitors, such is the inacces-
sibility as witnessed from on high. 

And yet the intervening valley bottoms 
are a meandering green contrast, with 
roads, villages, rivers and trees, but few 
landable fields.

As two paragliders gently drifted east 
past us, we climbed to avoid valley tur-
bulence, unlike Mark Fowler, Mary Rus-
sell and Richard Rawes, who far below us 
were being tossed around mercilessly by 
fickle winds.

Grasmere, Ambleside, Windermere… I 
would never have had any pressing reason 
to fly in such magnificent scenery had it 
not been for the competition. Entry to a 
comp really compels you to attend, and 
every event offers something new and dif-

w
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Posn Pilot Navigator Regn Aircraft

Task 1: 
Steps of 

Wainwright 
(2200)

100m Box 
Bedlands 

(100)

Task 2: 
How 

many 
lakes 

(1800)

100m 
Box St 

Michaels 
(250)

Task 3: 
Spot 

landings 
(500)

Total at 
end of 
day 1

Posn at 
end of 
day 1

Task 3: 
Scattered 

points 
(2100)

Total 
score 
(6950)

Score 
to 1000 

(max 
6950)

1 Mark Fowler Mary Russell G-HOTR GTR 2054 100 1700 250 500 4604 1 1961 6565 945

2 Colin Johnson - G-CILV Dragon Chaser 1592 0 1510 250 500 3852 4 1807 5659 814

3 Paul Welsh - G-MTTN Phantom 2170 100 1600 200 0 4070 2 1416 5486 789

4 Owain Johns Richard Gibbs G-CDWZ GT 450 1940 100 1300 250 400 3990 3 1491 5481 789

5 Adrian Jones - G-MTHT CFM Shaddow 1504 0 950 150 450 3054 7 1935 4989 718

6 Richard Rawes - G-MyIL Chaser 508 1498 100 1350 200 500 3648 5 1148 4796 690

7 Rees Keene - G-MyMH Rans S6 1596 0 1550 0 450 3596 6 869 4465 642

8 Brian Harrison - G-CIAP Quik 250 100 400 150 200 1100 8 700 1800 259

Results: Nationals Round 1, st Michaels, 19-20 May
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HANDS up those of you who have watched the annual competi-
tion of seeing who can leap off a pier and fly the furthest? 

The media mainly concentrates on those individuals crazily 
dressed and clutching contraptions with the flying qualities of a 
brick, but there is a serious side and a select few competitors who 
really push the bar out, excuse the pun. 

Drum roll, then, for Tony Hughes, winner of the 2015 Wor-
thing Birdman Competition and the first person to achieve a 
flight over 100m. 

Tony is the owner and operator of the Wiltshire Microlight 
Centre based at Yatesbury airfield, and is probably known to you 

Above Yatesbury, where a warm welcome awaits microlighters 
of all descriptions

Facing page (1) the Yatesbury clubhouse; (2) the field from the 
air; (3) the runway looking east; and (4) inside the hangar: an 
Aladdin’s cave of flexwings 

via his ongoing attempts to establish the Black Knights flexwing 
display team, which has featured in previous editions of MF.

Stand on the grass runway at Yatesbury and look out at miles 
of rolling idyllic Wiltshire countryside, and it’s hard to see any 
evidence of its former past glory. 

In 1944, though, it was part of RAF Yatesbury, comprising 
two airfields and two military camps on one major site covering 
hundreds of acres. 

It was primarily the centre for training RAF radio and radar op-
erators, and a major staging point for the build-up of equipment 
and men for Operation Overlord, the Allied invasion of Europe. 

But its origins go right back to the earliest days of flying. In 
the First World War, the Royal Flying Corps trained pilots there 
from 1916 until 1919, then in 1920 it was returned to farmland. 

At the outbreak of the Second World War in 1939, the site was 
taken over by the Air Ministry, and it quickly grew to include ba-
sic recruit and technical trade training as well as flight operations. 

It continued in use during the Cold War, but after the winding 

Flexwing central
Merv Middleton on Yatesbury airfield, where owner Tony Hughes runs  

a one-man crusade against the trend towards fixed-wings

AIRFIELD OF THE MONTH
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f l y i n g 

FREE LANDINg  
--- COUPON ---

down of National Service, it ceased all training, in 1961, eventu-
ally closing in 1965. 

Today, little exists from those days: the wooden buildings are 
long gone, and the land has been returned to farming apart from 
a few repurposed brick buildings.

Is it just me, or are disused and abandoned airfields quite mel-
ancholy places? Happily, flying still continues at Yatesbury, with 
microlights flying the flag.

In last month’s MF, the Airfield of the Month was Blackbushe, 
a large GA airfield with commercial operations only recently per-
mitting the return of microlights. This month it’s the opposite. 

Situated 7nm west of Marlborough, this is very much your tra-
ditional microlight airfield, with 410m of smooth grass 10R/28L 
running adjacent to an old gravelled RAF perimeter track sur-
rounded by pastures and farmland.

I dropped in on a warm overcast day en route to the Popham 
Microlight Show and was pleasantly surprised to find a medley of 
microlights present, with flexwings clearly dominant. 

AIRFIELD OF THE MONTH

YATEsBURY

fREE lAnDing in JUly 2018
microlights only

Please read the notes on the reverse of this coupon and present this 
coupon on arrival. One microlight landing per coupon.

w

The main hangar was crammed literally to 

the rafters with flexwings – enough to keep a 

spotter happy for hours!

“ ”

1 2

3 4
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entertained and overwhelmed them with his hospitality and en-
thusiasm, in the way only Dynamite Dan can!

Prior to any visit to Yatesbury, two things are important to 
note: PPR is mandatory by phone or text to 01249 811000 or 
07836 554554, or email to tonyhughes@wiltsmicrolights.com. 

Before you call, though, check out the website at wiltsmicro 
lights.com, particularly the pilot info tab, where you will find very 
specific details of the circuit and avoidance areas. 

Tony is a no-nonsense person and has a reputation for straight 
talking, and he assures me that if you get it wrong, you will get 
short shrift. 

However, don’t panic: it’s logical and easy to adhere to, and 
sensibly keeps you away from horse paddocks, monuments and 
other noise-sensitive areas. After all, the airfield is Tony’s liveli-
hood, and he is keen to have good neighbourly relationships. 

We retired to the clubhouse, which is excellent, well kept and 
comfortable, to do what all pilots do when putting the world to 
rights: drink tea. 

Tony started to fly in 1972, and went on to win a large collec-
tion of national and international hang gliding awards. I guess 
you could say he is one of the originals.

Now an instructor and senior inspector, he’s been based at 
Yatesbury since 1995, and remains passionate about flying, in 
particular his beloved flexwings, which he talks about with great 
intensity, freely admitting he is on a crusade to stop the slide 
towards the dark side.

The facilities are excellent, with refreshments, toilets, shower 
and camping permitted, but no fuel unless arranged in advance. 
Just one caveat: it’s a long way to anywhere, so I’d recommend it 
as an airfield to visit as part of a tour or longer flight rather than 
to stay. Normal landing fee is £5, but for the month of July Tony 
has kindly offered BMAA members a free landing, on production 
of the landing voucher attached to this article.

By now, three students were circling around Tony, who was 
long overdue for groundschool lessons, so it was time to leave and 
head for Popham. 

I’ll let Tony have the last word: “All micro light pilots are wel-
come at Yatesbury. Please pass the word.” 

AIRFIELD OF THE MONTH

FREE LANDINg  
--- COUPON ---

YATEsBURY
YATEsBURY RADIO 
129.825

Strictly PPR. By phone or text, 07836 554554 or 01249 811000. 
Email: tonyhughes@wiltsmicrolights.com. Visit wiltsmicrolights.com 
for circuits and avoidance areas. Situated 7nm west of Marlborough 
410m grass 10R 28L, all circuits to south at 600ft AGL. Refreshments 
available, no fuel unless arranged in advance. Blind calls if no answer 
on radio, be aware of student pilot activity. Check out the main 
hangar!

w

The main hangar was crammed literally to the rafters with 
flexwings and suspended hang gliders, many in various stages of 
repair; enough to keep a spotter happy for hours! Outside was a 
variety of small temporary hangars and aircraft tied down.

Tony informed me I had just missed my fellow MF reporter, 
Paul Kiddell, in his Eurostar and John Stubbs in his Dynamic, 
who was just about to visit his 500th airfield. Respect. 

I met them later that evening at Popham, both still trauma-
tised by their earlier visit to Sandown, where Dan Subhani had 

Above Lots of lovely well-kept grass
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A bolt loaded  
in shear

Shear enjoyment

Ben syson goes nuts over bolts
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How are bolts used in aircraft structures?
Bolts are used to connect parts of the aircraft togeth-
er. From an engineering perspective, they do this by 
transferring load between the parts they are connect-
ing.

Bolts can either be loaded in “tension” or in 
“shear”.

When a bolt is loaded in tension the load is in-line 
with the axis of the bolt, attempting to stretch the 
bolt, and pull the bolt head and nut off each end.

When loaded in shear the load is at right angles to 
the axis of the bolt, and the bolt stops the parts it is 
joining from sliding past each other. Because of the 
load direction, the head and nut are not highly loaded 
on a bolt loaded in shear; all the work is done by the 
shank of the bolt.

Bolted joints in aircraft structures are usually de-
signed so that the bolt is loaded in shear, but there 
are plenty of cases where bolts are loaded in tension, 
and plenty where they are loaded in a combination 
of both. 

Why do aircraft bolts only have a short 
threaded-section at the end?
Remember that bolts in aircraft are predominantly 
loaded in shear. There are two reasons why a bolt in 
shear requires a long, plain (unthreaded) shank.

Firstly, to be strong in shear, the loaded part of the 
bolt needs as large a diameter (as much metal pre-
sent) as possible. Cutting (or, to be strictly accurate, 

lengths (called the grip length) so that the “right” 
length bolt can be used in every situation.

When washers are used on bolts in shear their pri-
mary purpose is often as a spacer to step the nut away 
so that it can be done up fully without coming up 
against the start of the plain shank. 

This is very different to the purpose of washers on 
bolts loaded in tension, which is to spread the large 
loads from the head of the bolt and the nut into the 
parts being connected.

What are aircraft bolts made from?
The vast majority of structural bolts used in BMAA 
aircraft are made from high-tensile steel. 

Many aircraft, particularly those originating from 
the USA, use imperial AN (Army Navy) aircraft bolts, 
which – as the name suggests – conform to what 
were originally US military specifications. 

These are made from steel with a minimum ul-
timate strength in tension of 125,000 lb/in2 (88kg/
mm2). 

This means an average UK male could hang from 
one square millimetre of it (although not an average 
microlight pilot, I suspect!). 

The steel used is tough – so that if accidentally 
overloaded it bends or stretches before it breaks – and 
not overly susceptible to metal fatigue cracking. The 
threads are formed by rolling rather than cutting, to 
further reduce the chance of cracks forming at the 
base of the threads. 

If you’re at a loose end one rainy afternoon, take 
a walk round the hangar and see if you can work out 
how the bolts on the aircraft are loaded: in tension, 
shear, or a combination of both. 

An average UK male could 
hang from one square millimetre 
of steel

”
“
rolling) a thread in the shank removes metal, reduc-
ing the effective diameter of the bolt to the diameter 
at the base of the thread. This significantly reduces 
its shear strength.

Secondly, when a bolt is loaded in shear, the con-
nected parts bear heavily on the sides of the bolt. If 
this part of the bolt was threaded, the thread would 
cut into the parts being connected and damage them.

It is therefore clearly very important that the 
threaded part of the bolt does not start until the bolt 
is through the items it is connecting. Aircraft bolts 
are available in a large range of different plain shank 
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IN 2016, we were able to convince the 
UK CAA that the number of instances 
of medical incapacitation causing acci-
dents among microlight pilots was so 
small as to be insignificant. 

Throughout that discussion process 
there was some opposition to change, 
and even a suggestion that all pilots 
should undergo some form of medi-
cal examination, particularly those with a history of a very wide 
range of medical conditions, for example heart attacks.

The 2016 change to the NPPL micro light medical system was a 
UK-only change. It has benefited many UK micro light pilots who 
otherwise would not meet the medical standards and be unable 
to fly, and for others it has allowed them to fly with passengers, 
when the previous system allowed solo flight only. 

Before April 2017, visiting microlight pilots flying on a UK NPPL 
were accepted with a General Practitioner-countersigned medi-
cal declaration, subject to restrictions. 

FROM THE CE’S DESK

No change 
yet on Irish 
medical ban
By Chief Executive geoff Weighell

It is more likely that the aviation 
authorities would consider a single 
European-wide proposal than a separate 
one from every microlight contingent

”
“

life cover
for pilots
Without specialist advice pilots 
can often face expensive premium 
loadings when applying for life cover.

We can usually secure standard rates 
with no aviation exclusions.

• Life assurance for your family, 
mortgage or business

• We help recreational,  
instructor and student pilots

• Cover can be arranged  
over the phone

• Our insurance advisor  
holds a PPL

• Online quotes

FREEPHONE
0800 5999 101 

www.flyingcover.co.uk

stein pilot insurance

The pilot’s GP has access to their medical history, and so could 
make an informed judgement as to whether or not they could 
agree with the pilot’s self-assessment. 

The change to a simple self-declaration by the pilot with no 
GP oversight was considered during a review by the IAA of ex-
panding its acceptance of foreign sport aviation licences and 
qualifications. 

In April 2017, the Irish Aviation Authority published informa-
tion for visiting pilots detailing licence and medical requirements.
The information specified that the LAPL Medical Certificate is 
the minimum medical standard acceptable for flight within the 
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Republic. This is the lowest standard accepted for Irish licensed 
pilots, so the visitors’ standard requirement is no greater or less 
than the national standard.

Following that review, the IAA decided to set the LAPL medi-
cal standard as the minimum acceptable. This means that visiting 
microlight pilots, and any other pilots flying on a UK NPPL with a 
self-declaration, cannot fly within the Irish Republic’s airspace un-
less they also have, at least, an LAPL Medical Certificate.

The way ahead
An effect of the change has been the policy position of the IAA to 
apply a common minimum medical standard of a LAPL or ICAO 
Class 2 Medical for all pilots licensed to fly in Irish airspace, includ-
ing UK NPPL holders. 

This policy is consistent with CAP 1441, which outlines the 
medical requirements for UK CAA-licensed pilots who wish to 
exercise their licence privileges outside the UK. 

The UK microlighters could gather statistics and develop a 
proposal to put to any national aviation authority, now or in the 
future, to convince them that the UK system provides a satisfac-
tory level of safety assurance, and so should be accepted. 

This might work. However, it is more likely that states such as 
the Republic of Ireland would be more convinced if a common 
European medical standard for microlight flying was developed 
and agreed. All aviation authorities are under time and financial 
pressure, and it is more likely that they would consider a single 
European-wide proposal than a separate one from each other 
state’s microlight contingent.

So for now UK microlight pilots will need to comply with IAA 

legislation when visiting the Republic by obtaining an acceptable 
medical certificate. 

The BMAA will ask your European Microlight Federation (EMF) 
representative to raise the question of developing a common Eu-
ropean medical standard for microlight pilots, which may have 
more influence than individual standards developed by each 
member of the EMF.

Don’t get shot down by a Spitfire
It’s not a 1000-bomber raid, but it’s certainly one of the largest 
gatherings of RAF aircraft there has ever been in peacetime.

The RAF is 100 this year, and to celebrate, it’s flying a 100-air-
craft formation across London on 10 July  to wave to the Queen. 
It will arrive overhead Buckingham Palace at precisely 1200 Zulu, 
(not BST), and less than 10 minutes later all will have flown over.

you can just imagine the coordination that it will take to safely 
gather these aircraft of many types into a continuous stream to 
arrive just on time. Then there will be 100 aircraft dispersing to 
the west of London. Have a look at the diagram; it’s very complex.

The practice day is set for 3 July, but could be rolled on if the 
weather isn’t up to it.  

The event will be NOTAMed, naturally. There will be maps of 
the airspace, much simpler than the route diagram. I know that 
every pilot always reads the NOTAMs every day before they fly. 
Please make sure that you read and understand these ones. We 
really don’t want a microlight to get in the way and spoil the 
Queen’s day. 

Deddicated

Above the RAF centenary flypast masterplan. Yikes.



42 Microlight Flying

Check, check, 
and check again
By Safety Officer John Teesdale

A FEW days after Paul Dewhurst’s ex-
cellent article in May’s MF on the im-
portance of checks, I received a report 
of a serious incident where a pilot was 
distracted by someone while perform-
ing his pre take-off checks. Unfortu-
nately, he didn’t restart from the begin-
ning, and almost inevitably missed a 
vital check: his helmet strap. 

During the take-off, his helmet departed and went in the prop. 
It took out one of the rear pitch wires, put four holes in the wing 
and made the aircraft very difficult to manoeuvre. 

Nevertheless, he managed to carry out a successful forced 
landing and was not injured.

This incident is proof indeed, if any were needed, of the value 
of checks and the importance of not being distracted. The photo-
graphs show the extent of the damage. 

(1) Broken cable end; (2) damaged wing fabric; and (3) the 
offending helmet – thankfully without a head in it

w

Deddicated

COUNCIL AIRWAvES

Why aren’t you 
a member of 
the BMAA?
By Chairman Rob Hughes

It’S likely that you are a BMAA 
member if you are reading this, 
but we know that there are some 
microlighters who are not. 

We’d like to know why, and we 
have commissioned a survey to 
find out. Your quiet cup of tea at 
the airfield may be interrupted by 
a hundred questions; please help 
us by taking part.

Why is this important? Well, our membership is slowly 
shrinking, possibly thanks to some BMAA initiatives 
such as SSDR and hiring.  We constantly strive to offer 
great service and reasons to fly, while also dealing with 
regulators and others who threaten our privileges.  We’re 
busy, but that needs income to pay for it.

42 Microlight Flying

A shrinking membership makes financing what we do 
more difficult, but it focuses the mind: are we spending 
time in one area which really you don’t care about, and 
would you rather we were more prominent elsewhere?

this is the next step in our strategy review. Our 
association works hard on your behalf and we will use the 
survey results to better target our efforts in order to make 
membership more attractive in the future. 

Meanwhile, there have been changes at council level 
after the successful AGM at Popham. 

Andy Aiken did not stand for re-election as chairman, 
but accepted the nomination for vice-chairman, so I thank 
him on your behalf for wearing the tin hat, albeit for a 
relatively short period. 

We also look forward to working with two new co-
opted members, Derek Lamb and Gavin teasdale.  

Are we spending time doing 
things you don’t care about, and 
would you rather we were more 
prominent elsewhere? ”
“

21

3
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concept of deregulated flying. 
Curry and film night Friday, bar-
becue Saturday, both by advance 
booking please, through angela@ 
enstoneflyingclub.co.uk. Also see 
bmaa.org.

14-15 Jul: ST MICHAEL’S. Wings & 
Wheels. Free landings and camp-
ing all weekend. Food available. 
Classic bike show on Sunday. De-
tails tba, watch bmaa.org.

14-15 Jul: BODMIN. STOL fun 
day. Exciting and skilful flying. 
Contact Pete White on 01752 
406660, 07805 805679 or pete@
aeronca.co.uk.

14-15 Jul: NORTH COATES FLy-
ING CLUB. Wings and wheels. All 
types of aircraft welcome to this 
weekend fly-in. Food, drink, avgas 
for cash or cheque. Contact 01472 
388850 (airfield) or 07952 923265 
out of hours. Flight info at north 
coatesflyingclub.com.

21 Jul: DERRyOGUE AIRFIELD. Kil-
keel Charity Fly-in 2018. The Ni-

cholson family would like to invite 
you to their annual fly-in at Der-
ryogue Airfield, Kilkeel in Northern 
Ireland. For details please contact 
Gary Nicholson on 07740 984246 
or Greg Nicholson 07802 460966. 

21 Jul: FIRS FARM AIRFIELD. Firs 
Farm Fly-in. On the field we will 
have a monster gas barbecue, 
sauces, plates, napkins, tea, coffee, 
water, soft drinks, burger buns etc, 
so bring your own meat and pic-
nic food. Camping space and toilet 
on-site. Landing fee £10, with pro-
ceeds going to a local charity. The 
field is 17nm north of Popham. PPR 
from Pete on 07976 262833 and in-
formation at firsfarm.weebly.com.

22 Jul: NEWTOWNARDS AIR-
PORT. Ulster Flying Club Airfield 
Open Day. Free entry, everyone 
welcome. Activities include static 
aircraft display, model air display, 
light aircraft trial flights, helicopter 
flights.

14-22 Jul: SyWELL. Icarus Cup. 
Human-powered flight competi-

Deddicated

FLIGHT 
PLANS

JULY 

1

CLUBS! Planning an event? 
Mail details to mfeditor@
bmaa.org for inclusion in 
Flight Plans. 

READERS! Dates and details 
of events notified to the 
BMAA are subject to change 
and we cannot guarantee 
their accuracy. Please use the 
contact details to check with 
organizers before going to an 
event or making bookings.

above Cornwall on the wing of a 
Boeing Stearman biplane. Con-
tact Pete White on 01752 406660, 
07805 805679 or pete@aeronca.
co.uk.

8 Jul: BROOKFIELD FARM AIRSTRIP. 
Annual Fly-in. Three miles north 
of Market Rasen. Microlights and 
gyros welcome. Free refreshments, 
no landing fees, free raffle and a 
warm welcome. For full details 
contact Phil or Jin on 01673 828394 
or 07941 446454.

13-15 Jul: ENSTONE. BMAA SSDR 
Freedom Rally. Fifth incarnation 
of the BMAA rally to promote the 

4-5 Jul: BODMIN. Wing walking. 
The chance of a lifetime to soar w

Microlight insurance guide

Aircraft type Pilot / Aircraft build
Aircraft flight 
and ground

Aircraft 
ground 
only

Third  
party Student Passenger

Student 
pilot life 

Licensed  
pilot life

Unlicensed  
pilot life

Fixed-wing regulated Licensed / Approved mfr CSP, T, H, AIB, V CSP, T, H, AIB, V BHPA, CSP, H, V CSP, SC, T, H, V BHPA, CSP, SC, T, H, V SPI, SC, H2 SPI, SC, AIB, H2 n/a

Licensed / Amateur-built CSP, T, AIB, V CSP, T, AIB, V BHPA, CSP, H, V CSP, SC, T, H, V BHPA, CSP, SC, T, H, V SPI, SC, H2 SPI, SC, AIB, H2 n/a

Student under instruction CSP, T, AIB, V CSP, T, AIB, V CSP, V CSP, SC, T, V n/a SPI, SC n/a n/a

Flexwing regulated Licensed / Approved mfr CSP, AIB, V CSP, AIB, V BHPA, CSP, H, V CSP, SC, T, V BHPA, CSP, SC, T, V SPI, SC SPI, SC, AIB n/a

Licensed / Amateur-built CSP, AIB, V CSP, AIB, V BHPA, CSP, H, V CSP, SC, T, V BHPA, CSP, SC, T, V SPI, SC SPI, SC, AIB n/a

Student under instruction CSP, AIB, V CSP, AIB, V CSP, V CSP, SC, T, V n/a SPI, SC n/a n/a

Powered parachute  
regulated

Licensed / Approved mfr AIB AIB BHPA - BHPA, T SPI, SC SPI, SC, AIB n/a

Licensed / Amateur-built AIB AIB BHPA - BHPA, T SPI, SC SPI, SC, AIB n/a

Student under instruction AIB AIB - - n/a SPI, SC n/a n/a

Fixed-wing deregulated Licensed pilot SC, H1, AIB, V3 SC, H1, AIB, V3 BHPA, SC, H1, V3 SC, H1, V3 n/a SPI, SC, H1&2 SPI, SC, H1&2, AIB n/a

Student under instruction SC, H1, AIB, V3 SC, H1, AIB, V3 SC, H1, V3 SC, H1, V3 n/a SPI, SC, H1&2 n/a n/a

Flexwing deregulated Licensed pilot SC, H1, AIB, V3 SC, H1, AIB, V3 BHPA, SC, H1, V3 SC, H1, V3 n/a SPI, SC, H1&2 SPI, SC, H1&2, AIB n/a

Student under instruction SC, H1, AIB, V3 SC, H1, AIB, V3 SC, H1, V3 SC, H1, V3 n/a SPI, SC, H1&2 n/a n/a

Powered parachute  
deregulated

Licensed pilot H1, AIB H1, AIB BHPA, H1 H1 n/a SPI, SC, H1&2 SPI, SC, H1&2, AIB n/a

Student under instruction H1, AIB H1, AIB H1 H1 n/a SPI, SC, H1&2 n/a n/a

SPHG unregulated Unlicensed pilot AIB AIB BHPA n/a BHPA n/a n/a SPI, SC, AIB

KEY

AIB Airsports Insurance Bureau:  
02380 268351, aib-insurance.co.uk

BHPA British Hang Gliding & Paragliding Association: 
0116 289 4316, bhpa.co.uk

CSP Crispin Speers & Partners (CSP):  
020 7977 5699, cspinsurance.com

H Hayward Aviation: 020 7902 7809, haywards.net

SC Sydney Charles: 01420 88664,  
sydneycharles.co.uk

SPI Stein Pilot Insurance: 01793 491888,  
flyingcover.co.uk

T Traffords: 01525 717185,  
traffords-insurance.co.uk

V Visicover: visicover.com

NOTES

1 Limited to aircraft produced by an approved 
manufacturer

2 Personal accident only

3 Selected models only
n/a not applicable

PLEASE REmEmBER

•  This is a general guide only. Insurance 
companies will assess each risk individually 
before deciding whether to offer cover.

•  Not all insurance policies are the same. Read 
the small print carefully!
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tion, organised by British Human 
Powered Flying Club. For details 
see bhpfc.org.uk/bhpfccompeti 
tions/sywell2018/sywell2018.html.

27-29 Jul: LLANBEDR. Parafest 
2018. Flying event, trade show, 
music festival. Paragliders, para-
motors, hang gliders. Microlights 
and light aircraft welcome to fly 
in. Four nights camping on the 
airfield with glamping options, all 
right next to the beach. PPR only, 
details on llanbedrafiso@safeskys.
co.uk. Ticket in advance essential: 
see www.parafest.co.uk.

29 Jul: LUNDy AIRFIELD. Lundy 
Sunday Fly-In. All types wel-
come. PPR essential, and if it’s 
your first time, call Pete White for 
a verbal briefing on 01752 406660 
or 07805 805679. Other contacts: 
bodminairfield.com, pete@aer-
onca.co.uk.

10-12 Aug: PERTH AIRPORT 
(EGPT). Scottish Aero Club Fly-
in. Barbecue on the Friday night, 
lectures and seminars on Saturday, 
as well as a range of flying displays 
and ceilidh with a live band. Free 
landings all weekend, free camp-
ing on site, lots of interesting ses-
sions and some great free enter-
tainment. Details: email events@
scottishaeroclub.org.uk or call the 
SAC office on 01738 550055.

11-12 Aug: BODMIN. Sum-
mer Vintage Wings & Wheels. 
Our special quests for 2018 
are the Vintage Aircraft Club 
and local classic car clubs. Ti-
ger Moths in action both days. 
Contact Pete White on 01752 
406660, 07805 805679 or pete@ 
aeronca.co.uk.

18 Aug: MANCHESTER BARTON 
(EGCB). Fly-In at  Barton Aero-
drome. See bmaa.org/files/fly_in_
manchesterbarton_2018.pdf. 

25-26 Aug: SANDOWN, IoW. 
Spamfield. The biggest micro-
light gathering of the year. Don’t 
miss it! More on www.eghn.org.
uk; see also ad on p20. 

31 Aug – 3 Sep: WINGLAND 
AIRFIELD. Weekend fly-in. Rais-
ing money for Air Ambulance 
and Macmillan Cancer. Music and 
camping, bacon butty breakfast 
Saturday and Sunday, barbecue 
Saturday lunchtime, chilli and rice 
in the evening, bouncy castle, 
home-made cakes (Jenny’s Fa-
mous Lemon Drizzle), tea, coffee 
and cold drinks all day every day, 
raffles. For more information, con-
tact winglandairfield@aol.com or 
01406 362448.

1 Sep: SUTTON MEADOWS. Cam-
bridgeshire Microlight Club 
Fly-in. Sunday 2 Sep if Saturday 
weather unsuitable. Midday bar-
becue, warm welcome for all, no 
landing fee. Visit cambsmicrolight-
club.couk for field info or contact 
Pete Robinson at 01353 778446 or 
07799 545705.           

15-16 Sep: BODMIN. Corn-
wall Strut Fly-in. Join us for 
the rebirth of the strut. Con-
tact Pete White on 01752 
406660, 07805 805679 or pete@ 
aeronca.co.uk.

22-23 Sep: SANDy. Show & Tell 
National Competitions. Week-
end fly-in for competition taster 
day and evening social. Come and 
have a go at a competition-type 
task or two, and enjoy Sandy Fly-
ing Club’s legendary hospitality. 
Overnight camping available. Info: 
mary.russell@tiscali.co.uk, www.
bedfordmicrolightcentre.co.uk/.

22-23 Sep: MANCHES-
TER BARTON (EGCB). Fly-In 
at  Barton Aerodrome. De-
tails on bmaa.org/files/fly_in_ 
manchesterbarton_2018.pdf. 

29-30 Sep: COTSWOLD AIRPORT.  
Cotswold Airport Revival Fes-
tival. Vintage and wartime ex-
travaganza. For details see www.
cotswoldairport.com/events/286.

No fixed date: Druridge 
Bay Fly-in. A Northern Avia-
tors event in aid of the Forces 
Childrens’ Trust. See druridge 
bayflyin.weebly.com. No landing 
fee, just a donation of your choice 
to our charity. Barbecue, beach 
and free camping at a beautiful lo-
cation. For details contact Chester 
Potts on 07590 012108.

No fixed date: Isle Of Mull Fly-
out. A Northern Aviators event. See  
mullflyout.weebly.com. Visit one 
of Scotland’s most beautiful is-
lands. Hotel on site and accom-
modation nearby, free camping 
and Tobermory nightlife! All avia-
tors welcome for a social and a few 
beers. Contact Chester Potts on 
07590 012108.

International events

23-29 Jul: USA. EAA Air-
Venture. Fly-in and conven-
tion at Oshkosh, Wiscon-
sin. Detials on eaa.org/en/air 
venture.

1-2 Sep: FRANCE. ULM Blois. An-
nual international fly-in incorpo-
rating homebuilding and micro-
light show. See www.ulmblois.fr. 
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All-weather 
protection for 
the outdoors

OZEE UK LTD
38 Thundersley Grove, Benfl eet, Essex SS7 3EB
Tel: 01268 565307  E: ozeesales@btconnect.com

www.ozee.co.uk
 Flying Suits  Footwear  Industrial Clothing   
 Jackets  Accessories  Gloves & Headwear

For the full range of Ozee products visit our 
on-line shop or call Lisa on 01268 565307

Thermal 
Flying 
Suits 
from 

£119.00

Gloves 
and 

Mittens 
from 

£12.99 Fleece 
Hoods 

and Neck Warmers 
from 
£5.00

Fleeces 
from 
£22.99

DLX Boots 
£65.00

Bar 
mittens 
£28.00

O zeeO zee

They are equally at home when used 
in arduous industrial environments or 
leisure aviation pursuits.

Ozee products have excellent 
weatherproof and thermal properties

We have 
been making 
specialised 
clothing using 
high quality 
materials since 
1985 and are 
now recognised 
as the leading 
manufacturer 
in the fi eld OZEE UK LTD
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Microlight  
Insurance Scheme

The following coverages are available  
for BMAA or LAA or CAA approved  
Flexwing, Three-Axis Microlights  
and Ultralight aircraft:

Fully Comprehensive Hull cover
Third Party Legal Liability
Passenger Legal Liability
Ground Risks only cover including Road Transit Risks

Contact: 020 7977 5700 Fax: 020 7702 9276
www.cspaviation.com

For competitive premiums 
matched with experience and 
reliability, please contact: 
LUCY THOMAS,  
DARREN BOURNER,  
LUKE DAW or DAVID BACON

Limited Coverages available  
in Scotland

Crispin Speers & Partners Limited are Authorised and Regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority (FCA).  Our registration number is: 311507.  
Registered in England No. 1960404.  Registered Office: St Clare House, 30-33 Minories, London, EC3N 1PE

microlight insurance

Microlight Insurance

✔ Get an instant quote online ✔ Spread your premiums for free

✔ Choose hull and/or liability cover ✔ 24-Hour claims hotline service

✔ Fixed and Flexwings covered ✔ Only pay for the cover you want

✔ Change cover when it suits you ✔ Our best quote, GUARANTEED!

Are you paying too much?

Visicover is a unique 
service that lets you buy 
and manage your fi xed 
or fl exwing microlight 
insurance online 
whenever it 
suits you. 

6 cm  as FILLER

 LEARN TO FLY in the comfort of a C42 Call Chris on 07866 
430861 for BostonWe are a long-established school 

with friendly instructors

BOSTON AERODROME Lincs
Telephone 07866 430861

Based in 
Lincolnshire 

Email: hasellchris@gmail.com 

C42 owners 
spares pack 
available

Website: www.gsaviation.co.uk

Flight Training since 1991

Tel. 01672 515535
info@gsaviation.co.uk

DIRECTORY:  clothing · training

CHIRP, the UK’s Confidential Human Factors Incident Reports 
Programme, allows any pilot to report safety-related incidents and 
events. You can report in complete confidence at chirp.co.uk
Since 1964, GASCo has also been working to improve safety in  
all types of general aviation. You can find it at gasco.org.uk

SAFETY 
CORNER

All-weather 
protection for 
the outdoors

OZEE UK LTD
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They are equally at home when used 
in arduous industrial environments or 
leisure aviation pursuits.

Ozee products have excellent 
weatherproof and thermal properties
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been making 
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high quality 
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1985 and are 
now recognised 
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Microlight  
Insurance Scheme

The following coverages are available  
for BMAA or LAA or CAA approved  
Flexwing, Three-Axis Microlights  
and Ultralight aircraft:

Fully Comprehensive Hull cover
Third Party Legal Liability
Passenger Legal Liability
Ground Risks only cover including Road Transit Risks

Contact: 020 7977 5700 Fax: 020 7702 9276
www.cspaviation.com

For competitive premiums 
matched with experience and 
reliability, please contact: 
LUCY THOMAS,  
DARREN BOURNER,  
LUKE DAW or DAVID BACON

Limited Coverages available  
in Scotland

Crispin Speers & Partners Limited are Authorised and Regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority (FCA).  Our registration number is: 311507.  
Registered in England No. 1960404.  Registered Office: St Clare House, 30-33 Minories, London, EC3N 1PE
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✔ Change cover when it suits you ✔ Our best quote, GUARANTEED!

Are you paying too much?

Visicover is a unique 
service that lets you buy 
and manage your fi xed 
or fl exwing microlight 
insurance online 
whenever it 
suits you. 
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BOSTON AERODROME Lincs
Telephone 07866 430861

Based in 
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spares pack 
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Training

PHOENIX
MICROLIGHT SCHOOL
• 3-axis Training on Eurostar 
   £100 per hour
• Flexwing Training £100 per hour
• Inspections and Check Flights
• Exams and GST
• New and Secondhand Aircraft
• Dealer for P&M and Lynx

STAINLESS STEEL  
SHADOW TANKS £560
Call Brian Palfreyman

01773 785 740
0797 001 2060

Watnall, Nottingham • J26-J27 M1

508 Chaser S
Purchased new 1993  

One owner and under 150 hours
Absolutely mint condition

When flown always kept rigged but in 
recent years at home in a warm garage
Probably rigged and trailered less 

than 30 times in its life
Reluctant sale at £4500 ono

Tel. Russ Barringer 07921 069598
Northamptonshire

Eurostar SL
New 09/15, 167 hrs at 01/18

One owner. Always hangared
Regularly and carefully flown

LSA maintained.
Distinctive blue/black

Comprehensive instrumentation
TRIG radio mode-S
New today £84K

OFFERS INVITED
Telephone 01225 862101
 holdenhus@gmail.com

 

Shadow D-D
G-MZNH

Factory wide body
1152 hours

Stored after permit in 2012
Good safe 2-seater or suit SSDR

Rotax 582
Maintained by myself  

CAA Licensed Engineer
£8,000 ono

Tel. Phil on 01737 474118
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SOLD YOUR AIRCRAFT?
Please inform the BMAA so that 
we can keep aircraft records up to 
date and stop sending you remind-
ers that you don’t need.  Thanks!

Trial Exam Papers
To help you study for your licence 

or just to test your knowledge 
100 Questions and Answers  

per subject for: 
Air Law, Aircraft Technical, 
Navigation, Meteorology. 

50 Question and Answers HP&L
£19.99 the set 

“Air Law for Microlight Pilots” 
Edition 2 text book now available 

£17.95 
Buy online at:  

www.wiggleys.com

Aircraft for sale

 ● Six bedroom house adjacent Headon Airfield
 ● Located 3 miles east of Retford Gamston
 ● Two grass runways 500m. and 400m
 ● Email martin@microflight.co.uk  
    for further information
 ● Additional land available to build personal hangar

Executive Property for sale

Instruments etc

VOLAIR  

 Permit Renewals (BMAA Inspectors/Check Pilots)
 Wing Repair Specialists (separate carpeted area etc)
 Accident Rebuilds (Insurance Company Approved)
 Rotax 2-stroke and 4-stroke Engine Servicing
 Thruster Outside Covers

Call Rod Humphries: 01635 299440 works  07850 264080 mobile
www.volairaviation.co.uk E: rodhumphries@outlook.com

New and Used Parts for AX3/2000
Thruster, P&M, Xair & Rotax Engines

Microlight 
Repair CentreVOLAIRVOLAIR

➤➢

PEGASUS SERVICE CENTRE  THRUSTER SERVICE CENTRE

Repair centre

The one-stop shop for 
your Zenair

07502 593 671
metalseagulls.uk

www.ULPower.uk

www.zenair.uk

97-200Hp FADEC
Direct-drive
Fuel-injected

Easy installation
Low-cost of ownership 
Full technical support 

Flying on your own wings need 
no longer be a dream... 
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Engines and Aircraft for sale

MF CLASSIFIED  
ADVERT PRICES

All prices include VAT

Semi Display box advert
BMAA member £9
Non-members £18

DISPLAY CLASSIFIED BOX 
All Advertisers

Minimum box 4cm £24
5cm £30 : 6cm £36

Other sizes please ask
Add £5 if photo included

TELEPHONE 01524 841010 
Email: mf@pagefast.co.uk

FULL DETAILS ONLINE AT 

www.pagefast.net/mf

Telephone: +44 (0)1869 338888
Fax: +44 (0)1869 337116

THE BMAA
ON-LINE SHOP

STORE SECTIONS:
BMAA Airworthiness Fees
BMAA Clothing
BMAA Collectables
BMAA Publications
Log Books
BMAA Fees
Flight Training Vouchers
Donations

BMAA Collectables

BMAA 
Mug 
£8.25

BMAA Polo Shirt 
£13.50 (Above)
Available in Medium, Large 
and Extra Large sizes with 
White BMAA Logo.
Choose from Light Blue 
or Dark Blue

BMAA Cap 
£9.50 (Below)
Blue with black and 
white trim. White 
BMAA logo. 
Adjustable to fi t a 
wide range of sizes.

BMAA Beanie Hat 
£8.75 (Left)
Keep your head warm 
with this soft cloth hat.
One size fi ts all.

A SELECTION OF FAVOURITE ITEMS ONLINE:
BMAA NPPL Microlight Training Syllabus 
£4.40 each – Pack of 10 £32.00
The Civil Aviation Authority 
approved training syllabus 
for the Microlight Licence.
Pilot’s Log Book – £9.60

The BMAA Microlight 
Pilot’s Log Book

BMAA SINGLE MEMBERSHIP (UK) 1 year – £70.00
BMAA SINGLE MEMBERSHIP (UK) 3 years – £210.00
Membership of the BMAA for one person living in the UK

Microlight Instructor and Examiner Guide
Hard Cover £35.00 – Soft Cover £21.00
The BMAA Guide for Instructors and Examiners.
Details appointment requirements, instructor and 
examiner administration, advice on the conduct of 
fl ight training and sample forms. 
A must for all people involved 
with microlight fl ight training.

Flying Instructor (Restricted) – £13.50
The required content for the FI(R) Microlight 

Course. Published by the BMAA. 
Approved by the CAA

 BMAA CLOTHING etc:

Contact us at:
British Microlight Aircraft Association
Bullring, Deddington, Oxfordshire
OX15 0TT, United Kingdom
Membership enquiries: membership@bmaa.org

Shop Online at www.bmaa.org

 
Purchase BMAA branded products · Join the BMAA
Order: BMAA and other publications · Securely Online

PAYMENT
We are happy to 

take payment by card 
for your order. 

All card details are 
passed securely and 

payment is authorised 
before goods are 

despatched
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EDITORIAL
Editor Geoff Hill 
36 Brookvale Avenue, Belfast BT14 6BW • 028 9028 6000, 07905 105925  
ghillster@gmail.com, geoff-hill-adventures.com

Deputy Editor Norman Burr • 01524 849079, 07729 618861 • nburr5006@gmail.com

Production Editor Ian Norris • 01524 841010 • ian@pagefast.co.uk

Technical Editor Steve Uzochukwu • 07973 713120 • flying@steveu.org

Reporters Paul Kiddell • 07918 052715 • paulpam.kiddell@btinternet.com 
Merv Middleton • 07748 646082 • mervmiddleton@btinternet.com

French Correspondent Dimitri Delamarle Vol Moteur magazine 
+33 14670 1482 • dimitri@flying-pages.com, vol-moteur.fr

Us Correspondent Roy Beisswenger Powered Sport Flying magazine 
+1 618 664 4831 • roy@easyflight.com, psfmagazine.com

ADvERTISING, DESIGN, PRINT, DISTRIBUTION
Pagefast Print & Publishing Ltd 4-6 Lansil Way, Lancaster LA1 3QY  
tel 01524 841010 • fax 01524 841578 • mf@pagefast.co.uk • pagefast.co.uk

Advertising contact Paul Henry, details as above except website pagefast.net/mf.

Mailing data supplied by BMAA HQ, to whom changes of address should be sent.

CONTRIBUTING TO MF
Yes please! MF is a magazine for and largely by BMAA members, so the editor 
welcomes written and photographic contributions. In fact, if he didn’t get any, 
he’d be out of a job! But before writing please take a look at the contributors’ 
guidelines on bmaa.org/files/writing_for_mf.pdf. 

Photos Always use your camera’s highest settings. Email the editor only the 
original image file as downloaded from the camera, ideally as a jpg. It should be at 
least 1MB. No png files please! Also, if you wish to enter the photo competition, 
please read the rules on microlightflying.org.uk/photo-competition-rules.

Deadline (advertising and editorial) MF is published at the beginning of each 
month. Deadline is the third day of the preceding month. Urgent items can be 
published in MF’s associated on-line newsletter, eMF, see below.

HOW TO GET MF
MF is not sold in shops, nor is it available on subscription. BMAA members receive 
it monthly free of charge as part of their membership services. For membership 
details, see below.

Back numbers of MF (subject to availability) and photocopies of flight tests may be 
purchased from the BMAA HQ at Deddington. Flight tests and back numbers from 
2009 onwards can also be accessed via bmaa.org

MF’s associated online newsletter, eMF, appears mid month and is available free 
to members and non-members alike, via www.bmaa.org/information-library/bmaa-
emf-newsletter.

Opinions expressed by the authors and correspondents are not necessarily those of 
the Editor or the BMAA. With respect to MF’s editorial and advertisement content, 
the BMAA in no way endorses or guarantees the suitability of any aircraft, ideas, 
schemes, designs, equipment, material or services for the purposes for which they 
are described, suggested or offered, and accepts no responsibility for any use 
which may be made of them. We invite constructive criticism and welcome any 
report of inferior merchandise.

© BMAA 2018. All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, 
stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted in any form, or by any means, electrical, 
mechanical, photocopying, recording, or otherwise, without the prior permission of 
the copyright owner. ISSN 0968-3100

microlight
f l y i n g Pub lished  by  the  b M A A  •  b m a a . o rg

 Member of the Royal Aero 
Club and the Fédération 

Aéronautique Internationale

BMAA HEAD OFFICE
The Bullring, Deddington, Banbury, Oxford OX15 0TT  
bmaa.org • online shop: bmaashop.org • general@bmaa.org 
tel 01869 338888 (main), 01869 336006 (technical) • fax 01869 337116 
Office hours 0900-1700 Monday to Friday, closed Bank Holidays.

JOINING THE BMAA
To join the BMAA, all you need is enthusiasm: no need to own an aircraft or a 
licence! Current membership rates shown below. Figures are for direct debit 
payment and per year (monthly option in parentheses). Three-year and family 
memberships also available, see bmaa.org

UK £68 (£6.38), £53 (£5.13) if in first year of training, £39 (£3.96) if under 21 
Overseas £78 (£7.21)

Bonus to member recruiting a new (not a rejoining) member: £10

Training
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   £100 per hour
• Flexwing Training £100 per hour
• Inspections and Check Flights
• Exams and GST
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SOLD YOUR AIRCRAFT?
Please inform the BMAA so that 
we can keep aircraft records up to 
date and stop sending you remind-
ers that you don’t need.  Thanks!

Trial Exam Papers
To help you study for your licence 

or just to test your knowledge 
100 Questions and Answers  

per subject for: 
Air Law, Aircraft Technical, 
Navigation, Meteorology. 

50 Question and Answers HP&L
£19.99 the set 

“Air Law for Microlight Pilots” 
Edition 2 text book now available 

£17.95 
Buy online at:  

www.wiggleys.com

Aircraft for sale

 ● Six bedroom house adjacent Headon Airfield
 ● Located 3 miles east of Retford Gamston
 ● Two grass runways 500m. and 400m
 ● Email martin@microflight.co.uk  
    for further information
 ● Additional land available to build personal hangar

Executive Property for sale

Instruments etc

VOLAIR  

 Permit Renewals (BMAA Inspectors/Check Pilots)
 Wing Repair Specialists (separate carpeted area etc)
 Accident Rebuilds (Insurance Company Approved)
 Rotax 2-stroke and 4-stroke Engine Servicing
 Thruster Outside Covers

Call Rod Humphries: 01635 299440 works  07850 264080 mobile
www.volairaviation.co.uk E: rodhumphries@outlook.com

New and Used Parts for AX3/2000
Thruster, P&M, Xair & Rotax Engines

Microlight 
Repair CentreVOLAIRVOLAIR

➤➢

PEGASUS SERVICE CENTRE  THRUSTER SERVICE CENTRE

Repair centre

The one-stop shop for 
your Zenair

07502 593 671
metalseagulls.uk

www.ULPower.uk

www.zenair.uk

97-200Hp FADEC
Direct-drive
Fuel-injected

Easy installation
Low-cost of ownership 
Full technical support 

Flying on your own wings need 
no longer be a dream... 
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Engines and Aircraft for sale

MF CLASSIFIED  
ADVERT PRICES

All prices include VAT

Semi Display box advert
BMAA member £9
Non-members £18

DISPLAY CLASSIFIED BOX 
All Advertisers

Minimum box 4cm £24
5cm £30 : 6cm £36

Other sizes please ask
Add £5 if photo included

TELEPHONE 01524 841010 
Email: mf@pagefast.co.uk

FULL DETAILS ONLINE AT 

www.pagefast.net/mf

Telephone: +44 (0)1869 338888
Fax: +44 (0)1869 337116

THE BMAA
ON-LINE SHOP

STORE SECTIONS:
BMAA Airworthiness Fees
BMAA Clothing
BMAA Collectables
BMAA Publications
Log Books
BMAA Fees
Flight Training Vouchers
Donations

BMAA Collectables

BMAA 
Mug 
£8.25

BMAA Polo Shirt 
£13.50 (Above)
Available in Medium, Large 
and Extra Large sizes with 
White BMAA Logo.
Choose from Light Blue 
or Dark Blue

BMAA Cap 
£9.50 (Below)
Blue with black and 
white trim. White 
BMAA logo. 
Adjustable to fi t a 
wide range of sizes.

BMAA Beanie Hat 
£8.75 (Left)
Keep your head warm 
with this soft cloth hat.
One size fi ts all.

A SELECTION OF FAVOURITE ITEMS ONLINE:
BMAA NPPL Microlight Training Syllabus 
£4.40 each – Pack of 10 £32.00
The Civil Aviation Authority 
approved training syllabus 
for the Microlight Licence.
Pilot’s Log Book – £9.60

The BMAA Microlight 
Pilot’s Log Book

BMAA SINGLE MEMBERSHIP (UK) 1 year – £70.00
BMAA SINGLE MEMBERSHIP (UK) 3 years – £210.00
Membership of the BMAA for one person living in the UK

Microlight Instructor and Examiner Guide
Hard Cover £35.00 – Soft Cover £21.00
The BMAA Guide for Instructors and Examiners.
Details appointment requirements, instructor and 
examiner administration, advice on the conduct of 
fl ight training and sample forms. 
A must for all people involved 
with microlight fl ight training.

Flying Instructor (Restricted) – £13.50
The required content for the FI(R) Microlight 

Course. Published by the BMAA. 
Approved by the CAA

 BMAA CLOTHING etc:

Contact us at:
British Microlight Aircraft Association
Bullring, Deddington, Oxfordshire
OX15 0TT, United Kingdom
Membership enquiries: membership@bmaa.org

Shop Online at www.bmaa.org

 
Purchase BMAA branded products · Join the BMAA
Order: BMAA and other publications · Securely Online

PAYMENT
We are happy to 

take payment by card 
for your order. 

All card details are 
passed securely and 

payment is authorised 
before goods are 

despatched
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Survival Products Liferaft 
[the lightest most compact aviation life raft in the world]
Ultra-light weight and compact: easy to carry,
store, and manoeuvre in emergency situations.
Soft-pack valise made of practically indestructible

nylon with secure nylon velcrotype closures.
Constructed of heavy-duty FAA approved 

neoprene coated nylon fabric.

Garmin G5 Electronic Flight 
Instrument for Certificated Aircraft

Boasting a bright, 3.5 inch sunlight
readable liquid crystal display (LCD),

the G5 is approved as a primary source
for aircraft attitude or turn 

coordination information and secondary
source for altitude, airspeed and 

vertical speed in a single instrument.

TY91 8.33kHz VHF Radio
The Trig TY91 takes up minimal space and

weight. The innovative use of a control
head and separate radio hardware unit

provides more installation options, 
especially when space is at a premium. 

Visit our website to see our full and comprehesive supplies of aviation products

Suppliers of all leading manufacturers

Bose A20 Headset
The Bose® A20 aviation headset is our

most advanced pilot headset yet. 
Its breakthrough innovations reduce more
noise and provide even greater comfort

than previous models, without compromising
the clear audio you expect from Bose. 
Now includes auxiliary audio input and 

Bluetooth phone connectivity.

Lightspeed ZULU.3 Headset
Meet Zulu 3, the most comfortable, most
durable headset Lightspeed has ever made.

Build on the performance and features
that have made the legendary Zulu line
the choice of private and professional 

pilots worldwide.

David Clark DC ONE-X 
The DC ONE-X headset provides advanced
comfort and technology features in a sleek,

low-profile design. You’ll have the sound
performance and durability you need, with

the comfort you demand.
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