
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Microlight Accident and Incident Summary 02-2015 

 

This accident report summary is collated by the BMAA from information 
gathered. The information sources used are the Air Accident 
Investigation Branch of the Department for Transport (AAIB), the Civil 
Aviation Authority Mandatory Occurrence Reports (CAA MOR) and 
reports made directly to the BMAA by members and operators. 

The individual reports within the accident summary are taken from the 
information available to the BMAA and where the BMAA has made 
comment this is clearly shown. 

The BMAA does not investigate accidents and incidents, this role being 
the responsibility of the AAIB and the CAA who have the expertise, 
experience and funding for investigation. 

All pilots reading the reports should try to make their own assessment of 
underlying causes and use the experience of others to enhance their 
own knowledge to help them become safer pilots. 
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BMAA Accident and Incident report 2014 

 

 

 

 
BMAA Comment: 

 

No BMAA comment 

 

Event 
type:  

Accident 

 

Report 
Source:  

AAIB 
Report 
reference:  

EW/G2015 05 14       Event date:  23 May      

 

Aircraft 
type:  

3 Axis 
Aircraft 
model:  

CT2K Flight phase:  Landing 
Fight 
purpose:  

Pleasure 

 

Pilot’s licence:  NPPLM PIC Total: 1393      PIC on type: 93 

 

Pilot injuries:  N/A Passenger injuries: N/A Aircraft damage:  Major 

 

Narrative report from:  

AAIB Report as published The aircraft was landing on Runway 05 at North Coates 
Airfield. The pilot described the approach and weather conditions, with a light 
crosswind from the right, as “satisfactory”. However, on touchdown the aircraft 
bounced and began to drift to the left, so he applied power to go around. The left 
wing then dropped and the aircraft struck the ground, causing damage to the 
landing gear, wingtips, propeller and engine mount. The pilot believes he may 
have applied rudder in the wrong sense when trying to correct the drift and wing 
drop. 



BMAA Flight Event Report  

BMAA Accident and Incident report 2014 

 

 

 

 
BMAA Comment: 

 

No BMAA comment 

 

Event 
type:  

Accident 

 

Report 
Source:  

AAIB 
Report 
reference:  

EW/G2015 03 05       Event date:  10 March      

 

Aircraft 
type:  

3 Axis 
Aircraft 
model:  

Kolb  Flight phase:  After T/O 
Fight 
purpose:  

Pleasure 

 

Pilot’s licence:  NPPLM PIC Total: 153 PIC on type: 3 

 

Pilot injuries:  N/A Passenger injuries: N/A Aircraft damage:  Major 

 

Narrative report from:  

AAIB Report as published Following departure from Runway 25 at Otherton Airfield, 
the pilot encountered a control restriction in pitch during a shallow left turn at 
approximately 450 ft. The aircraft began to descend and altitude could not be 
maintained. The pilot initiated a forced landing but during the latter stages of the 
approach, the left wheel struck a wooden post, yawing the aircraft to the left. The 
left leg dug into the ground and the aircraft slewed to the left before skidding to 
rest after approximately 15 metres. The pilot and passenger were uninjured. The 
pilot reported that he had performed a control check prior to takeoff, with no 
anomalies, and that the restriction was no longer apparent after the forced 
landing. The aircraft was examined by the Light Aircraft Association (LAA), who 
concluded that the control restriction was probably caused by excess slack in the 
elevator control cables allowing contact with the tail boom. Bulky clothing may 
have exacerbated the effect by pushing a turnbuckle into the side of the boom, 
thereby causing a temporary restriction. The LAA advise they will write to UK-
registered Twinstar owners, reminding them of the importance of maintaining 
correct cable tensions and the risk of clothing impinging on controls. They also 
intend to increase general awareness by discussing this occurrence in their 
publication, ‘Light Aviation’. 
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BMAA Accident and Incident report 2014 

 

 

 

 
BMAA Comment: 

 

The use of “Carb Icing Charts” should be part of the pre-flight checks. 

 

Event 
type:  

Accident 

 

Report 
Source:  

AAIB 
Report 
reference:  

EW/G2015 04 06 Event date:  13 April      

 

Aircraft 
type:  

3 Axis 
Aircraft 
model:  

Rans S6 ES Flight phase:  On Route 
Fight 
purpose:  

Pleasure 

 

Pilot’s licence:  NPPLM PIC Total: 205 PIC on type: 30 

 

Pilot injuries:  N/A Passenger injuries: N/A Aircraft damage:  Major 

 

Narrative report from:  

AAIB Report as published The pilot was flying from Tracy Island, Chard, to 
Dunkeswell at approximately 1,800 ft amsl. Approaching Corfe the weather 
conditions deteriorated, with visible moisture and cloud ahead. The pilot reduced 
power to descend below the cloud and shortly afterwards the engine failed. He 
reported that he turned the aircraft directly towards the only field he considered 
suitable for a forced landing. He then realised, late on the approach, that he was 
now too high to reach this field. He turned the aircraft steeply to lose height and 
avoid obstacles but lost more height than he anticipated. He considered that the 
aircraft was now too low. He levelled the wings but was unable to prevent the 
aircraft landing heavily on its nose in an unsuitable field. The nose wheel 
collapsed and the aircraft suffered substantial damage. The pilot and his 
passenger were uninjured and vacated the aircraft normally. The pilot thought the 
cause of the engine failure was carburettor icing, following which he misjudged 
the forced landing and did not reach the only suitable field. 
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BMAA Accident and Incident report 2014 

 

 

 

 
BMAA Comment: 

 

No BMAA comment 

 

Event 
type:  

Accident 

 

Report 
Source:  

AAIB 
Report 
reference:  

EW/G2015 06 01 Event date:  4 June      

 

Aircraft 
type:  

3 Axis 
Aircraft 
model:  

Kolb TS Flight phase:  In flight 
Fight 
purpose:  

Pleasure 

 

Pilot’s licence:  NPPLM PIC Total: 288 PIC on type: 83 

 

Pilot injuries:  N/A Passenger injuries: N/A Aircraft damage:  Major 

 

Narrative report from:  

AAIB Report as published The propeller separated from the engine in flight, without 
warning and damaged the tail boom. The pilot was able to carry out an 
emergency landing without incident. The propeller was not recovered, but 
photographs taken of the fracture faces of the propeller retaining bolt shanks, 
which had remained attached to the engine crankshaft, showed clear evidence of 
failure due to the presence of high cycle fatigue. As a result if this incident, and 
two similar events1 , the Light Aircraft Association (LAA) have confirmed that they 
are in discussion with the engine manufacturer regarding the issue. Additionally 
details of the event, together with the recommended procedures for propeller 
attachment, have been published in the July edition of the LAA’s engineering 
“Safety Spot” (http://www.lightaircraftassociation. 
co.uk/2015/Magazine/Jul/SafetySpot.pdf). 



BMAA Flight Event Report  

BMAA Accident and Incident report 2014 

 

Synopsis The aircraft was climbing away after takeoff when the engine momentarily lost power and, as the 
pilot turned back towards the airfield, the engine stopped completely. Although the subsequent landing was 
on the airfield, it was in the crop bordering the runway and the nose landing gear collapsed. The pilot 
attributes the engine failure to an incorrectly seated carburettor float chamber which he routinely removed to 
fill with fuel as part of the pre-start priming procedure. History of the flight The aircraft had taken off from 
Runway 16 at Over Farm but, after approximately 30 seconds of flight and at a height of about 500 ft agl, the 
engine momentarily lost power. The pilot looked for a site to land immediately but the engine appeared to 
regain power and he thought he would be able to return to the airfield. He commenced a wide left turn back 
towards it but, after a few seconds, the engine lost power again and stopped completely. Initially he tried to 
land back onto Runway 16 but soon realised he would not make it and landed at an angle of about 20º to the 
runway in a crop of rapeseed which bordered it, which caused the nose landing gear to collapse before the 
aircraft came to rest. The pilot released his seatbelt and climbed out of the trike unaided. The pilot realised 
he had made two errors. He had followed his usual procedure of removing the carburettor float chamber to 
fill it with fuel to assist starting but had not replaced it 67 © Crown copyright 2015 AAIB Bulletin: 9/2015 G-
MTYF EW/G2015/06/05 correctly and it had been drawing air into the carburettor. His second omission had 
been that he had not performed a two-minute power assurance check, as was his usual practice. He feels 
that the problem would have manifested itself when he was on the ground had he done so. 

 

 
BMAA Comment: 

 

No BMAA comment 

 

Event 
type:  

Accident 

 

Report 
Source:  

AAIB 
Report 
reference:  

EW/G2015 06 05 Event date:  4 June      

 

Aircraft 
type:  

Weightshift 
Aircraft 
model:  

Pegasus XL 
Q 

Flight phase:  EFATO 
Fight 
purpose:  

Pleasure 

 

Pilot’s licence:  NPPLM PIC Total: 101 PIC on type: 101 

 

Pilot injuries:  N/A Passenger injuries: N/A Aircraft damage:  Major 

 

Narrative report from:  AAIB Report as published  
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BMAA Accident and Incident report 2014 

 
 

 

 
BMAA Comment: 

 

No BMAA comment 

 



BMAA Flight Event Report  

BMAA Accident and Incident report 2014 

Event 
type:  

Accident 

 

Report 
Source:  

AAIB 
Report 
reference:  

EW/G2015 05 15 Event date:  24 May      

 

Aircraft 
type:  

Tail wheel 
Aircraft 
model:  

SD1 Flight phase:  T/O 
Fight 
purpose:  

Pleasure 

 

Pilot’s licence:  NPPLM PIC Total: 2206 PIC on type: 14 

 

Pilot injuries:  Minor Passenger injuries: N/A Aircraft damage:  Major 

 

Narrative report from:  

AAIB Report as published Synopsis Whilst attempting to take off from his home 
strip, the pilot, who owned the aircraft, became aware that the aircraft was not 
gaining height. He was therefore forced to attempt a landing straight ahead, in a 
tall crop. The pilot considered that the aircraft had marginal takeoff performance 
from the strip. History of the flight The pilot reported that he took off into a light 
wind which was blowing approximately along Runway 21 of the strip. The upslope 
on this runway is approximately 2%. The takeoff initially appeared normal, but 
whilst the engine appeared to the pilot to be functioning correctly and maintaining 
the correct rpm, he was unable to climb without losing airspeed once he was 
beyond the end of the strip and had left ground effect. Consequently, it became 
necessary to land ahead in a field of crop. The tall crop caused severe damage to 
the aircraft. Background information The SD-1 Minisport is an ultralight single 
seat aircraft of tailwheel layout and falls into the single-seat deregulated category 
when operated in the UK. The aircraft type is available with a choice of engines. 
In the case of G-CIMA, the geometry of the CH750 engine installation results in 
the crankshaft axis and the directly-driven propeller being positioned lower on the 
fuselage than in the case of some other engine 69 © Crown copyright 2015 AAIB 
Bulletin: 9/2015 G-CIMA EW/G2015/05/15 types available. Additionally, the 
propeller diameter is smaller than that on some other installations. Consequently, 
the slipstream has only limited effect on the high mounted stabilator. The 
owner/pilot confirmed that the ability to raise the tail to put the aircraft axis in the 
low drag horizontal position during takeoff is almost entirely dependent on 
airspeed, rather than being largely affected by applied engine power. In addition, 
the low wing and short landing gear enables the aircraft to fly horizontally in 
ground effect at speeds well below that required for level flight in free air. 
Although limited performance figures have been stated by the manufacturer, 
being an unregulated design, these have not been independently verified. The 
pilot began operating the aircraft from his home base during January 2015, and 
had carried out approximately 50 flights totalling approximately 14 hours at the 
time of the accident. The aircraft had accumulated 201 airframe hours since new, 
having previously served as a demonstrator by the designer and manufacturer in 
the Czech Republic. The pilot also operates another fixed wing microlight aircraft 
type from the strip; this has superior airfield performance and is of high wing 
configuration. The pilot now considers that G-CIMA had marginal performance 
from the strip, having on a few earlier occasions noted that he had difficulty in 
establishing a positive climb rate when out of ground effect. Consequently, a 
combination of adverse factors on the day of the accident probably resulted in the 
achieved airspeed being inadequate for a successful climb out. Some of the 
possible contributory factors are: 1. The steady increase in ambient temperature 
between when he began operating the aircraft in January and that at the time of 
the accident in May. This would have resulted in a progressive, but not very 
noticeable reduction in performance which may have seemed more than 
adequate when he first flew the aircraft; 2. The wind direction on the day 
favouring a takeoff direction opposite to the otherwise preferable downhill 
direction; 3. A lower windspeed at the strip than that quoted in the TAF and the 
METAR for nearby Cambridge, used for flight planning; 4. Delay in transitioning 
from a high drag tail-down position to a low drag fuselage level position early in 
the takeoff roll. It was not possible to estimate the required takeoff distance 
accurately because reliable takeoff performance data, taking account of wind 
speed and direction, surface slope and condition, ambient temperature and 
pressure, pilot technique and loaded weight, was not available for the type. In 
addition, frequently flying a type with superior takeoff performance, and having 
little difference in behaviour in and out of ground effect, may have caused the 
pilot to have been less alert to the marginal takeoff performance of his SD-1 
aircraft. 
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BMAA Accident and Incident report 2014 

 

 

 

 
BMAA Comment: 

 

No BMAA comment 

 

Event 
type:  

Accident 

 

Report 
Source:  

AAIB 
Report 
reference:  

EW/G2015 06 15 Event date:  20 June 

 

Aircraft 
type:  

3 Axis 
Aircraft 
model:  

Dynamic 
WT9 

Flight phase:  Land 
Fight 
purpose:  

Pleasure 

 

Pilot’s licence:  NPPLM PIC Total: 420 PIC on type: 70 

 

Pilot injuries:  N/A Passenger injuries: N/A Aircraft damage:  Major 

 

Narrative report from:  

AAIB Report as published The pilot reported that the left wing contacted crops at the 
side of the runway at low speed during the landing roll. This caused the aircraft to 
swing to the left and the right main landing gear to collapse. The occupants were 
uninjured and able to vacate the aircraft unaided. The pilot assessed that he may 
have landed too far to the left of the runway centreline. Operations from 
unlicensed aerodromes and private strips require special consideration; in this 
case crops were growing close to the edge of the runway. CAA Safety Sense 
Leaflet 12 - Strip Sense, notes that approximately one third of general aviation 
reportable accidents in the UK occur during takeoff or landing at unlicensed 
aerodromes. The leaflet contains useful safety information for pilots intending to 
operate from such locations. 



BMAA Flight Event Report  

BMAA Accident and Incident report 2014 

 

The aircraft commenced its takeoff roll on Runway 28 in a southerly wind of about 10-15 kt. After a ground 
roll of about 100 metres, the aircraft suddenly veered to the left. The pilot was unable to correct the swing 
and the aircraft left the runway, coming to a halt some five metres into a field. The aircraft’s nose and right 
main landing gear and its right wing and propeller were damaged. The pilot considered that he applied 
insufficient control input to correct the swing caused by the gusting crosswind. 

 

 
BMAA Comment: 

 

All pilots should be aware of cross wind limits of their aircraft. 

 

Event 
type:  

Accident 

 

Report 
Source:  

AAIB 
Report 
reference:  

EW/G2015 06 02 Event date:  5 June 

 

Aircraft 
type:  

3 Axis 
Aircraft 
model:  

Eurostar Flight phase:  T/O 
Fight 
purpose:  

Pleasure 

 

Pilot’s licence:  NPPLM PIC Total: 438 PIC on type: 398 

 

Pilot injuries:  N/A Passenger injuries: N/A Aircraft damage:  Major 

 

Narrative report from:  AAIB Report as published  



BMAA Flight Event Report  

BMAA Accident and Incident report 2014 

 

Following an uneventful flight to renew a ‘permit to fly’, the aircraft was on final approach to Runway 33 at a 
height of approximately 100 ft agl when the engine stopped. The engine was restarted but stopped for a 
second time at approximately 40 ft. The pilot concentrated on landing but a sudden “lateral displacement” put 
the aircraft left of the runway centre line. She was unable to abandon the approach and may have over-
corrected for the lateral disturbance with the result that the aircraft deviated to the right of the centreline and 
then to the left again with the wheels on the ground. It clipped a hedge and turned through 180ᵒ before 
coming to rest with the right wing and cockpit in the hedge. The pilot and passenger were uninjured and 
exited the aircraft using the left door. The cause of the engine failure could not be established and the pilot is 
unable to explain the cause of the sudden lateral displacement. 

 

 
BMAA Comment: 

 

No BMAA comment 

 

Event 
type:  

Accident 

 

Report 
Source:  

AAIB 
Report 
reference:  

EW/G2015 06 13 Event date:  18 June 

 

Aircraft 
type:  

3 Axis 
Aircraft 
model:  

Savannah Flight phase:  Land 
Fight 
purpose:  

Pleasure 

 

Pilot’s licence:  NPPLM PIC Total: 4077 PIC on type: 3600 

 

Pilot injuries:  N/A Passenger injuries: N/A Aircraft damage:  Major 

 

Narrative report from:  AAIB Report as published  



BMAA Flight Event Report  

BMAA Accident and Incident report 2014 

 

 

 

 
BMAA Comment: 

 

Part of Exercise 12 in the training syllabus is “planning for power failure on every take off”. 

 

Event 
type:  

Accident 

 

Report 
Source:  

AAIB 
Report 
reference:  

EW/G2014 08 07 Event date:  22 Aug. 

 

Aircraft 
type:  

3 Axis 
Aircraft 
model:  

Rans S6 Flight phase:  T/O 
Fight 
purpose:  

Pleasure 

 

Pilot’s licence:  NPPLM PIC Total: 139 PIC on type: 119 

 

Pilot injuries:  Serious Passenger injuries: N/A Aircraft damage:  Major 

 

Narrative report from:  

AAIB Report as published During the pre-flight inspection the pilot checked the fuel 
quantity, which he reported as being 22 litres in the right tank and 15 litres in the 
left. The engine started without difficulty and the mag drops were reportedly 
satisfactory. Once the engine was warm, the pilot taxied the aircraft towards the 
runway and carried out the final checks, which were normal. He selected one 
stage of flap and full throttle for the takeoff on Runway 07. After rotation and 
becoming airborne, the pilot placed the aircraft in a steep climb, mindful of the 
wind from the right and a telephone mast on the left. Shortly after takeoff the 
engine stopped and the aircraft stalled. It came to rest close to the far end of 
Runway 07, with the pilot having received serious injuries including a fractured 
spine, two broken ankles and internal injuries. The cause of the engine failure 
was not determined with any certainty, but the pilot suspected fuel starvation. 
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BMAA Accident and Incident report 2014 

 

 

 

 
BMAA Comment: 

 

No BMAA comment 

 

Event 
type:  

Accident 

 

Report 
Source:  

AAIB 
Report 
reference:  

EW/G2015 07 18 Event date:  2 July 

 

Aircraft 
type:  

3 Axis 
Aircraft 
model:  

Skyranger 
Swift 

Flight phase:  Land 
Fight 
purpose:  

Pleasure 

 

Pilot’s licence:  NPPLM PIC Total: 241 PIC on type: 9 

 

Pilot injuries:  N/A Passenger injuries: N/A Aircraft damage:  Major 

 

Narrative report from:  

AAIB Report as published On returning to Kemeys Commander Airfield in 
Monmouthshire after a short local flight, the pilot made an approach to grass 
Runway 13. The runway surface was damp and the wind was from the south-east 
at 5 kt. The pilot estimated that he touched down between a third and a half of the 
way down the 500 m runway, bounced once and subsequently overran the end of 
the runway, over a rut and into a hedge. Both occupants, who were wearing full 
four-point harnesses, vacated the aircraft without difficulty. The pilot attributed the 
accident to his unfamiliarity on type coupled with an approach which he believed 
was flown too fast. 



BMAA Flight Event Report  

BMAA Accident and Incident report 2014 

 

The aircraft was flying to Sandtoft Airfield, Lincolnshire, at an altitude of 1,100 ft, when the engine started to 
run roughly on one cylinder, the oil pressure gauge registered zero and the engine then stopped. The pilot 
immediately selected a field, which contained a standing wheat crop, for a forced landing and, realising there 
would be a danger of the aircraft overturning on touchdown, decided to stall the aircraft in from a height of 
about 5 ft. The subsequent heavy landing caused considerable damage to the landing gear and fuselage. 
After shutting down the aircraft, the pilot informed Sandtoft of his situation and vacated the aircraft normally. 
From the symptoms, he concluded that the crankshaft had snapped, although the engine had only 
accumulated some 40 hours since installation. The engine was one of the earlier, two-crankshaft bearing 
models which were superseded by a stronger, three bearing design. 

 

 
BMAA Comment: 

 

No BMAA comment 

 

Event 
type:  

Accident 

 

Report 
Source:  

AAIB 
Report 
reference:  

EW/G2015 07 04 Event date:  5 July 

 

Aircraft 
type:  

3 Axis 
Aircraft 
model:  

X AIR Flight phase:  In flight 
Fight 
purpose:  

Pleasure 

 

Pilot’s licence:  NPPLM PIC Total: 87 PIC on type: 37 

 

Pilot injuries:  N/A Passenger injuries: N/A Aircraft damage:  Major 

 

Narrative report from:  AAIB Report as published  
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