
Each year, the British Microlight Aircraft Association awards bursaries to young 
people to enable them to learn to fly.


BMAA invites suitable applicants to a selection day; candidates are able to explain 
their motivation, express their commitment and also demonstrate their potential as 
a pilot during an air experience flight.


Typical awards include:

• Financial contribution towards existing flying training, assessed individually

• 25 hour block training package towards the NPPL licence

• Support to train to become a Flexwing instructor 


Previous bursary winners have been featured in the BMAA’s in-house magazine, 
Microlight Flying. Some of the articles featuring past bursary winners are 
reproduced here.


A prominent ambassador for the scheme - who also oversees the selection 
process - is Rob Grimwood. Rob was awarded a bursary at age 16, then quickly 
became the UK’s youngest microlight instructor. Rob is now a member of the 
Panel of Examiners and runs a successful flying school north of London. 


BMAA exists to promote microlight flying and to encourage young people to take 
their first steps in aviation in a microlight. 


‘Microlight’ means 2-seat and lightweight. Microlight aircraft are either 3-axis or 
flexwing types and often outperform larger, heavier and less economical aircraft 
such as Cessnas or Pipers. They are a natural solution for young people who want 
to learn to fly.


For more information, contact us at general@bmaa.org or visit our website 
www.bmaa.org.
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Too young to 
drive, but with 
Raphael they’re 
flying!

Photos, from top
Darragh Murphy in the Kernan Aviation C42; being 
congratulated by Raphael O’Carroll on getting his NPPL; and 
receiving a celebratory cake from Betty O’Carroll

Raphael O’Carroll of Kernan Aviation will 
soon be installing a crèche for his student 
pilots: earlier this year, James Coughlin 
got his licence at 18 with the help of a 
BMAA bursary, and now Darragh Murphy 
has done even better. Raphael takes up 
the story…

ON 16 June last year, Darragh and his dad Martin arrived at Ker-
nan Aviation in Tandragee, Co Armagh, to begin intensive train-
ing for their microlight NPPL.

Since they were from Co Limerick, a 5h drive away, they want-
ed to make full use of their time here, so their plan was to stay 
for a few weeks in their camper van and get as many lessons com-
pleted as they could. 

Martin progressed well, but it soon became apparent that Dar-
ragh had a natural aptitude for flying. Eight days later, he had 
15.5h of training under his belt, had passed all his theory exams 
and was judged well able to do his first solo.

There was only one problem – he was only 15 and couldn’t fly 
solo, so the only solution was for Martin to bring him back after 
his 16th birthday on 14 July.

On 20 August, they drove back up, stayed overnight, and Dar-
ragh went solo the next day. He was, needless to say, delighted. 

Now there was a decision to be made. Since he couldn’t do his 
GST until he was 17, it was decided to leave any further training 
until the next year when he would be able to finish and get his 
licence.

In the meantime, we discovered that he was a young man of 
many talents. He’d raced scramblers since he was 11, then moved 
on to short-circuit racing.

At 14 he won the Irish 125 Aprilia championship, then came 
18th in the Red Bull Moto Rookies Cup in Italy against competi-
tors from all over the world. As I write this, he’s leading the Mun-
ster Motocross/Grass Track championships.

In June this year, Martin phoned and booked himself and Dar-
ragh in for lessons from 9 July, with the aim of Darragh doing his 
GST on his birthday.

For once, the weather played ball, and once again, Darragh’s 
instructors were amazed by his progress and his ability to absorb 
and carry out all he was taught.

He soon completed all the solo and cross-country flights re-
quired, and by now had notched up just over 34h.

Martin, not to be outdone, was also doing very well and com-
pleted his first solo flight.

Darragh’s birthday dawned bright and clear, so I took Dar-
ragh up for his test and 1h 10min later was pleased to be able 
to tell him that he had passed. Everyone at Kernan Aviation was 
delighted for him, as he is a quiet, unassuming young man and a 
pleasure to teach.

Congratulations to him and best wishes for his future in flying. 
Young people with this kind of talent are the lifeblood of the 

flying industry and need to be encouraged as much as possible to 
keep the industry fresh. 
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Jake Edwards
I AM 17, from Norwich, have been interested in aviation since I 
was very young, and started flying radio-controlled aeroplanes 
when I was 10.

A year later, I started visiting an airfield in the next village and 
since then I have been helping there nearly every weekend. I have 
been offered a lot of flights during the last six years, and always 
knew I would learn to fly myself one day.

I have been working a few hours a week since I started my A-
levels, so I could start saving for flying lessons, and this bursary 
has now helped me start those. 

I am really excited and grateful for this bursary, and am look-
ing forward to attending the Flying Show to help promote micro-
light flying to other young enthusiasts like myself.

Lucy Griffin
WOW! I’ve just got the letter from Geoff Weighell telling me about 
the award towards my flying lessons. 

We have already spoken to John Bradbury of Cheshire Micro-
lights about lessons, and I’m really looking forward to coming to 
the Flying Show in December.

I can’t wait to tell my friends at school and I plan to do a pre-
sentation when we get back next term.

Four happy students!

I got on so well at Sywell, where we made our presentations for 
the bursaries, with the other winners – Megan, Corey and Jake – 
that I think it would be a good idea to set up a Facebook group, 
to enable us to chat regularly and to get others to join when they 
show an interest. 

We could also have a catch-up meeting together every three 
months or so, so that we can track each other’s progress and see 
what we go on to do afterwards. Maybe when we’re older and we 
have our licence, we can fly in to meet each other.

I’d like to thank Geoff Weighell, Paul Dewhurst and Rob 
Grimwood for setting up the bursary, making the day such a bril-
liant event and for giving me the award.

It will be a huge help to me. My aim is to do what Paul did and 
go solo on my 16th birthday (even though it’s in January and the 
weather is not normally very good on the 28th!). 

Hopefully, I will have my licence for my 17th birthday, so then 
I can have a flying licence before a driving licence. I’ll be flying to 
work when I’m older and not driving!

Megan Richardson
ONE trial flight as a birthday present and I was hooked. Now, 
two years and 12h later, I’m bashing out circuits to reach that 
thrilling prospect of going solo. 

Learning to fly has got to be one of the best things I’ve decided 

THE winners of the BMAA Bursary for 2012 have recently been 
announced. Here’s what the news meant to the four lucky winners…
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Left to right Lucy Gri!n with her dad’s GT450; Corey Owen 
with GS Aviation’s C42; Jake Edwards, left, after his "rst lesson; 
and 12-year-old Megan Richardson. We think that grin might 
be permanent

to do, and being awarded the BMAA bursary is going to be such an immense help to-
wards achieving my goal of going solo before being able to drive a car! 

It will also enable me to gain my licence that much faster, and ultimately allow me to 
fly even more. What more could anyone ask for?

So with the BMAA’s help, it looks like my dream of becoming a microlight instructor 
has just got that little bit closer.

Thank you so much. I would absolutely love to attend the Flying Show in December, 
as it sounds great fun and I am more than happy to promote the bursary.

Corey Owen
I CANNOT express how grateful I am to Geoff Weighell and the BMAA. This is a fantas-
tic and generous award that will help me immensely in my flying career through lessons 
with GS Aviation.

I am 17, have been saving up for flying lessons for some time and was almost halfway 
towards becoming qualified as a pilot this year when I discovered the BMAA Young Per-
sons Flight Training Bursary.

The award means I am now able to continue my training while being in full-time edu-
cation. This is fantastic for me, as I am able to balance my studying with flying lessons, 
then go on to gain my pilot’s licence and study aeronautical engineering at university. 

I will be delighted to play a part in encouraging other young people to get involved in 
microlights, and will take this responsibility very seriously.

I look forward to being at the Flying Show in December, and to promoting the bursary. 
The other successful applicants and I have exchanged emails, and we plan to set up a 
group on social networking sites.  

Ship Farm, Horsley Road, Horsley,
Derbyshire, DE21 5BR, ENGLAND 

MicroAvionics
Tel: +44 (0)1332 880468    
info@microavionics.co.uk
www.microavionics.co.uk

MicroAvionics design and manufacture high 
performance communication systems for ULM 
& Single seat aircraft. Designed & Manufactured 
in the UK. The comms systems are compatible 
with Lynx or Flycom. 

t�#.""�"QQSPWFE
t�Ultra Bright  
t�High Visability
t�5 Burst !ash
t�Smallest + lightest driver box
t�Up to 3 strobe heads

Integral Helmets NEW
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t�"/3���709�7FSTJPO
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Microlight Headsets

De-Reg & Paramotor

Strobe

t�4UFSFP
t�4JEF�5POF
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A fully integral helmet with built in headset
$MFBS�PS�UJOUFE�WJTPS�XJUI�OFPQSFOF�BJSEBN�

t�(FM�4FBMT
t�"/3�709�PQUJPO
t�-ZOY�$PNQBUJCMF
t�$PNGPSUBCMF�

ANR & VOX

"WBJMBCMF�BT�6-�����PS�6-�����709���"/3�GPS�B�
quiet headset.

High spec single seat 
headset with auxiliary 
inputs.

A powerful 5 burst strobe system
All drivers or 3 head boxes.

O
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So far,  
  so fabulous

BMAA bursary winner Thomas Barnes on 
a life in aviation which started at three, 

and will hopefully end up in the RAF
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MY interest in flying started early – as a three-year-
old flying model planes with my Grandad on Sunday 
afternoons.

And when I went on an air-experience flight from 
Blackpool in a 172 as a passenger, I was hooked!

After that, for birthdays and Christmas presents, 
I requested more experience flights which further 
fuelled my passion, and on my 13th birthday I joined 
2493 Alsager Air Cadets.

Since I could not start logging hours until I was 
14, I held off lessons until I could find a more cost-
effective way of gaining my PPL, as my paper round 
would not support flying a 172! 

Then, on a visit to Barton with my family, I no-
ticed the Eurostar at Mainair, and was allowed to sit 
in both it and a C42.

We then looked around closer to home for airfields 
operating the Eurostar and found John Bradbury at 
Cheshire Microlights in Arclid.

My parents booked me a trial lesson, and just after 
my 14th birthday, I successfully applied for a BMAA 
bursary.

Many thanks to Captain Braders, Tim Griffin, 
Lucy Griffin and Josh Travis, a friend and former BA 
captain, who guided me through the application pro-
cess. The bursary was a great help in funding my les-
sons, even though my paper round had progressed to 
a pot-washing job at the Bull’s Head in Smallwood.

At Arclid, I went solo late last year, and I’m now 
looking forward to my cross-country and all of the 
nerves that come with it, then hoping to gain my 
NPPL (M) at the age of 17. 

I find great encouragement reading reports of fly-
outs, and I can’t wait to join in and sample some of 
these airfield cafés  which seem to dictate the flyout 
waypoints. 

Away from Arclid, I have had a ago at gliding, go-
ing P1 on my second flight, and in January this year I 
was invited to CAE Oxford for assessment, following 
an application made to easyJet for its pilot training 
scheme. This included a 30min flight in one of its 
737 sims, completing a successful takeoff, circuit and 
landing at Gatwick.

My other flying experiences have been with the 
ATC/RAF, where I have flown Tutors and Vigilants 
from a variety of AEF fields. These flights tend to be a 
little more stomach-turning than in the Eurostar, but 
good for practising recovery from unusual attitudes!

I’ve also been fortunate enough to fly the Euro-
fighter Typhoon training simulator at RAF Coningsby 
during an ATC camp, which was an unreal experi-
ence, particularly taking 4min from chocks away to 
buzzing my house and smashing every window from 
Lincolnshire to Cheshire!

In the ATC I am also a member of an engineering 
group which builds flying models, where we experi-
ment with different wing shapes, configurations and 
designs. This is good experience to physically see the 
effects on flight of changes we make. We experiment 
with dihedral, cord, span, the effects of CofG etc, on 
flight (it doesn’t always end well!) which helps build 
an understanding of flight. 

I’m also the only cadet from the Western and 
Welsh wings to have been accepted for the Air Ca-
dets pilot scheme, an intensive course set up by the 
RAF to progress a potential pilot carrier, whether it 
be with the RAF, commercial or private.

At the two-week course beginning on 23 May 
at Tayside Aviation in Dundee, we’ll train on Grob 
115s, definitely a change from the Eurostar.

Thanks to those who have offered me advice and 
encouragement – to Captain B for being a great in-
structor and to all who report their experiences 
which I, and I’m sure others, take great inspiration 
from. 

The facts
Name Thomas Douglas Barnes
Age 16
Hours !own  Total RAF: 3.5. Total other: 33 on Grob Tutor, Grob 

Vigilant, 172, PA28, ASK16, EV97, plus CAA-approved sims Boeing 
737-400, Seneca and Euro!ghter Typhoon at RAF Coningsby’s 
advanced pilot training centre

Favourite aircraft  Flown: EV97. Would like to !y: Euro!ghter 
Typhoon

Favourite air"eld Strubby
Most memorable !yout Yet to play out with the big boys!
Most scary moment IFR in a PA28 out of Blackpool
Number of emergency landings None
Proudest moment My solo, and also my !rst stall turn completely 

under my own control

“” Flying the 
Eurofighter 
simulator, I 
buzzed my 
house and 
smashed 

every 
window from 
Lincolnshire 
to Cheshire



33August 2017

JUST after my 14th birthday, I had a trial 
lesson with Mainair at Manchester Barton 
and was instantly hooked. 

I thoroughly enjoyed the experience 
and couldn’t wait to fly again. I was 
amazed at how quickly the aircraft took 
off, and the performance of the Eurostar 
was especially impressive. 

I then heard about the BMAA bursary 
from the school, and my friend and fel-
low Mainair student Callum Davies was 
awarded one in 2015. 

I applied, and following the selection 
day at Sywell, was thrilled to find out I’d 
been awarded one – an amazing opportu-
nity. It allowed me to complete my train-
ing before my 17th birthday and reach my 
short-term goal of gaining my NPPL. 

I’m looking forward to visiting other 
airfields, gaining more varied experience 
and sharing the experience with friends 
and family.

Highlights so far have been the selec-
tion day at Sywell, which gave me the op-
portunity to meet other aspiring young 
pilots and share experiences with them.

Above Instructor Marcus Furniss 
congratulates Dom after his GST
Top Dom in action

THE STORY SO FAR

ONWARDS TO THE SKY
BMAA bursary winner Dom Whitfield on how the award  

has helped him chase his dreams

An obvious high was my first solo, in 
common with many other students, and I 
enjoyed my cross-country flights because 
they gave me more responsibility and free-
dom. 

I haven’t really had any lows, apart 
from lessons being cancelled due to typi-
cal British weather, and it was also hard 
being held back by my age with what 
seemed like a never-ending wait for my 
17th birthday.

I hope to continue flying microlights, 
and after finishing my A-Levels progress 
to university. I have high aspirations and 
I’m determined to do the best I can. I 
want to become a microlight instructor so 
that I can teach and inspire others to get 
into flying, just like my instructors have 
done for me.

The news that I was the first NPPL 
applicant born after 2000 made me feel 
proud of my achievement and inspired 
me. 

Most people I meet are astounded I can 
apply for a flying licence, let alone fly solo, 
before I can drive a car on the road. 
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Helped by a bMaa bursary, JaMes CougHlin got 
His liCenCe at tHe age of 18. tHis is His story
I HAVE always had a real passion for flight and aviation, so you 
can imagine my delight when I discovered on the internet that 
there was a flying school called Kernan Aviation near Tandragee, 
about 10 miles away from my home in Armagh.

I was even more delighted when my parents bought me a gift 
voucher for a trial flight for my 16th birthday.  I couldn’t believe I 
was actually going to get a flight in a microlight.

The great day dawned dull and overcast with scattered showers 
progressing at random throughout the country. When I arrived at 
the airstrip I was very excited and nervous. I didn’t know what to 
expect from a small local airfield, and when I followed the lane-
way down from the main road I was surprised to see a car park, 
airstrip, hangars, office and clubhouse. 

My flight at Kernan Aviation was with Ronnie Barr, who met 
me and my dad, and after he’d installed dad in the clubhouse with 
tea and biscuits, I followed Ronnie into the office to complete the 
paperwork and get a preflight briefing, although with a combina-
tion of nerves and excitement it was hard to keep my concentra-
tion and take it all in. 

Then it was time to see the aircraft. I had many ideas of what 
I was going to see; my imagination had been in overdrive in the 
days leading up to the visit. I didn’t know what exactly to expect, 
I had ideas varying from some form of high-powered jet to a flex-
wing or some weird combination of the two. 

When I arrived at the hangar and saw the plane, which I now 
know to be an Ikarus C42, a top of the range microlight, I thought 
it was wonderful. 

Ronnie proceeded to start preflight inspections on it and ex-
plained to me what he was doing as he went. I was still quite 
green with regard to the concept of actual flying, so I wasn’t too 
concerned with the fine detail. As long as it had a wing and a 
propeller, it was good to me. After the preflight checks it was time 
to get into the plane. There followed some more check lists, but 

“Having practised 
on computer games, 
i considered myself 
something of an expert. 
after just 30 seconds of 
Á\LQJ�,�UHDOLVHG�WKLV�ZDV�QRW�

the case”
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A few days later I received a letter confirming that I had been 
awarded a bursary of £1500 towards training which would be 
made payable through my flying school. I was delighted and 
amazed at what I had unexpectedly achieved.

I continued my training in the months that followed, until it 
was time for my next big milestone – my first solo. After a 45min 
lesson practising forced landings with Raphael, we landed and 
he said that, as long as I was comfortable with it, I could go solo 
right now. 

I remember that instant of excitement and the nerves of being 
trusted to fly alone with this £60,000 aircraft.  

My mind was racing – would I remember all my checks and 
radio calls?  Would I be able to land without ballooning or bounc-
ing down the runway?

I managed to compose myself and set off on my own. I realised 
the first major difference was that the aircraft took off in about half 

the distance and with a much faster rate of climb due to the lighter 
weight, which I enjoyed. 

Having completed a circuit, I brought the plane onto final, and 
I could see Raphael studying my approach. 

The adrenalin rush began to set in, similar to that of sitting in 
a waiting room waiting to be interviewed or visiting the dentist, 
but I remembered to keep calm and gently brought the plane in, 
constantly monitoring my airspeed until I was just a few feet off 
the ground. 

I then flared the nose up and gently touched the ground, bring-
ing the aircraft to a gentle halt, to be congratulated by Raphael, 
who was very pleased. 

Finally, after completing my dual and solo cross-country flights 
and 10 solo hours, it was time to sit my GST – right after a busi-
ness-studies class. The best way to describe the test is that it is 
similar to doing a driving test, only in the air. I felt it went well, I 
managed to perform everything to the best of my abilities and I 
even did what I thought was a perfect landing to finish off. 

I was delighted to be informed that I had passed my GST. I 
couldn’t wait to tell my mum, dad and little brother, as well as 
my friends.

All my training was completed at Kernan Aviation flying 
school, under the watchful eyes of CFI Raphael O’Carroll and 
Ronnie Barr, who somehow managed to survive training me. 

Just think of all the possibilities and adventures yet to come, 
now that I have my licence. I can’t wait! 

The great news is that I’ve just been awarded a bursary by the 
RAeC, so I’ll be working towards my NPPL (SSEA) at the Ulster 
Flying Club, Newtownards, over the next few months. 

It goes without saying that my ultimate career goal is to be-
come a commercial pilot – that would be a dream come true! 

“Just think of all the  
possibilities and adventures 
\HW�WR�FRPH��QRZ�WKDW�,�KDYH�P\�

OLFHQFH��,�FDQ·W�ZDLW�µ

Facing page Instructor Raphael O’Carroll congratulates the 
author on getting his NPPL

after a few minutes the engine had warmed up and before I knew 
it the plane was thundering down the runway and gently lifting 
off the ground. 

When we arrived at 1000ft I was handed the controls. Having 
practised flying on computer games, I considered myself some-
thing of an expert, but after just 30s of flying, I realised this was 
sadly not the case. 

My computer game did not factor in having to keep the aircraft 
in balance to start with, or that airspeed was something of major 
importance, or that the plane was not able to do aerobatics.

These were just some of the things I had to come to terms 
with all at once. Unfortunately my hour was up only too quickly 
and sadly it was time to land again, which in itself was a fantastic 
experience and not at all like flying in a passenger jet.

We returned to the clubhouse where I met up with my dad 
again, only now I had what proved to be the first of many stories 
to share about my flying adventures. 

I continued to call at the club whenever I could. Although I 
could not afford flying lessons, I enjoyed the community atmo-
sphere the clubhouse generated. I got a part-time job where I was 
able to earn £50 for a day’s work, so every two weeks I would have 
enough for a flying lesson. 

As I saved up and my training progressed, I was told that I 
needed to get my medical declaration form completed by my GP, 
which could be downloaded from the BMAA’s website. 

While doing this I discovered a link labelled “the young per-
son flying bursary”; which I clicked on to investigate. I completed 
the application form and then got Kernan Aviation owner Raphael 
O’Carroll to read over my finished piece to ensure it was good 
enough. Then I sent it off to the BMAA.

A few months passed with no word, and I had just begun to 
lose hope when I got a letter with a postmark from Oxford.  I knew 
exactly what it was – I was invited to attend a selection day at Sy-
well aerodrome and prepare a presentation based on a subject in 
the Microlight Pilots Handbook by Brian Cosgrove. 

I hadn’t started back to school yet, so I was able to give the 
presentation my undivided attention. I consulted with my instruc-
tors with respect to which subject to choose, and concluded that 
engines and ancillaries would be most appropriate as I had good 
subject knowledge in this area.

Finally the day came for my visit to Sywell, which coinciden-
tally yet conveniently meant missing my first day at my new col-
lege, but I had to get my priorities right. 

I remember the nerves I felt as I walked into the room where 
the other applicants were talking among themselves, so I tried to 
join in with the conversation. 

The BMAA assessors got us all together and explained how the 
day was to proceed, beginning with the presentations. I actually 
enjoyed delivering my presentation and it was agreed in the inter-
view that followed that should I be awarded one of the bursaries. 
One of the conditions was that I would promote microlight flying 
as a sport and advertise the bursary itself to young people, by or-
ganising the delivery of a presentation to pupils aged between 15 
and 21, with the cooperation of local schools.

“When raphael said i 
FRXOG�JR�VROR�ULJKW�QRZ��,�

remember that instant of 
excitement and the nerves 
RI�EHLQJ�WUXVWHG�WR�Á\�DORQH�

ZLWK�WKLV���������DLUFUDIWµ
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Lucinda Beeson on a flying journey which 
began as a baby in her father’s C42

I HAVE been going up in my father’s C42 for as long as I can re-
member. Many a headset has apparently needed repair after an in-
fant me fell asleep and decided it would make the perfect dummy. 

It seemed only a natural progression to attain my own licence. 
Every year, my birthday would come along and my father would 
be presented with the question: “Can I start learning to fly now?”

There was never a time that I had any doubt as to whether or 
not I would be able to fly; growing up with a pilot father, I simply 
assumed it was something that any one could undertake. I still 
believe that with enough determination and passion, no goal is 
unachievable.

I’m now 17 and in my final year of A-levels, studying physics, 
maths, and computer science with a view to starting on a Masters 
in Theoretical Physics at university this September. I attend an all-
girls Sixth Form, and there is a line of girls eagerly waiting for me 
to pass my GST and qualify so they can come up for a flight, so 
there really is no reason for the lack of women we currently see in 
microlighting, other than perhaps a lack of exposure to the sport.

Having said that, my peers think I’m crazy for choosing such 
a hectic time in my student career to become a pilot. Often I can 
be found in a deserted common room after school with my copy 
of Cosgrove’s Microlight Pilot’s Handbook preparing for ground ex-
ams, and so far I have managed to achieve 100% in each.

Being a physicist, I have, perhaps unsurprisingly, found the 
theory easier than the practical training.

 As a perfectionist, I particularly found circuit bashing to be 
the most difficult, and quite draining at first. Although I know 
that even the best pilots don’t get every circuit perfect every time, 
the hardest part of my training has been learning to accept that 
imperfection is part of the territory.

My favourite part of the training so far has been my dual cross-
country. I particularly enjoyed the satisfaction of seeing the nav 
calculations live up to expectation and landing at Sleap for an 
English breakfast.

I started my training at 15, and initially my flying ability was 
much greater than my driving prowess, but I found that once I 
had gained the independence of the roads, my flying came on 
much faster. I think driving just gave me that extra confidence 
in my own judgment that I had been missing in my flying, and I 
found that I became a lot more proactive in acting on my judge-
ment calls, and knowing when to go around.

Flying definitely helped me become a more confident person, 
as I grew into the type of personality required for piloting.

After two lessons of respectable circuits, I can distinctly re-
member a point where I thought: “I know how to fly now.” I knew 
that I wasn’t exactly ready to hop in an A380, but I felt confident 
in that if I took off, I could get back down to the ground again 
in one piece with a reusable aircraft. It was as though a switch 
flicked and I suddenly trusted my own judgment completely, and 
felt equipped to act upon that judgment. 

I was on final for about my seventh circuit of the day when my 
instructor, Mark Atkinson of Cheshire Microlight Centre, asked 
me how I felt about my flight; I knew that I was ready, and when 
he suggested my first solo, I was thrilled. 

After a brief stop to load some fuel and some ballast, off I went. 

To fly, to dream Facing page Cool as a cucumber: Lucinda building hours after 
going solo
This page (top) A budding pilot in the making – Lucinda with 
her dad’s C42; and (below) !rst solo – there’s no feeling like it. 
Mark Atkinson congratulates Lucinda on her solo in February

When I returned, I taxied onto the apron to see everyone at the 
airfield standing in a line, military parade fashion, saluting me. It 
was a sight that I will not forget any time soon, and for the rest 
of the day I had that feeling of elation that has a person skipping 
everywhere they go. I was well and truly on cloud nine.

As for the future, I intend to reserve flying as a hobby, as gener-
ally I feel the bigger the plane gets, the less it feels like actual fly-
ing. I am lucky, however, to be the only person to ever get a week 
of work experience at Manchester Airport ATC. I thoroughly en-
joyed that week, and once I have completed my physics degree, 
it remains one of the possible career routes under consideration. 

Outside flying, my main interests lie in academia, and I take 
an interest in cyber security. However, I also like to sing and am 
currently creating an album.

I think it is quite important that we get more young people and 
more women generally into microlighting. The sport is definitely 
dominated by middle-aged to older men, and I can’t help but feel 
slightly out of place when my father and I attend club fly-outs and 
other such events, although I believe that being under the legal 
drinking age certainly doesn’t help with that!

I think the presence of women in micro lighting is something 
to be celebrated more; that way, hopefully more women will be-
come exposed to the sport, and not feel as intimidated by the 
large male majority.

The BMAA helped to fund my tuition, granting me a £1800 
bursary, and the assessment day in Sywell was the first time I 
had ever landed on a tarmac strip. I remember looking out of the 
window to check if I had touched down yet, the landing was so 
smooth.

My favourite thing about flying is the satisfaction you feel 
crossing over the hedge at the end of the strip on a perfectly set 
up approach. There is something very gratifying about gradually 
flaring and the plane gently sinking to the ground under your 
control. 

• A version of this story first appeared in Cheshire Flyer, the brilliant 
monthly club magazine of Cheshire Flyers produced by Sharon Cox.
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