UK MICROLIGHTS
Following a public consultation issued by the UK
Civil Aviation Authority (UK CAA), it has been agreed that
microlights within the UK will be redefined in line with the
EASA Opt Out definition for factory built aircraft.
The UK has chosen to redefine the Microlight class so that
both amateur-built and factory-built aircraft; with a
maximum take-off mass of 600kg for land planes and
650kg for seaplanes, with a stall speed not exceeding
45 knots, and with one or two seats, will be included
and nationally regulated.
The proposed changes will allow aircraft designs with a
better payload for a greater range to be included within
the UK fleet. It also means that some existing types will
have the opportunity to recertify through modification to
allow a greater fuel and payload capacity.
THIS IS A GREAT STEP FOR MICROLIGHTING IN THE UK
FULLY AND ENTHUSIASTICALLY SUPPORTED BY THE
BRITISH MICROLIGHT AIRCRAFT ASSOCIATION (BMAA).

ADMINISTRATION
The BMAA has been the natural home of microlights within
the UK since 1979. Formed over 40 years ago, the BMAA
specialises in everything Microlight, a class often ignored
and sometimes scorned by other associations.
From the outset the BMAA represented the interests of
Microlight pilots and through its work has guided the pilot
licensing and airworthiness requirements within the UK for
the benefit of its members.
With over 1800 aircraft we proudly serve over 80% of
regulated UK Microlights and over 100 different variants.

THE BMAA IS RECOGNISED BY THE UK AUTHORITIES
AS THE REPRESENTATIVE ORGANISATION FOR
ALL MICROLIGHT MATTERS WITHIN THE UK.

bmaa administers 99.991% of Factory-built MIcrolights in the uk
bmaa administers 72.6% of KIT-built MIcrolights in the uk

REGULATIONS
The BMAA is currently working closely with the UK CAA to create
the legislation and procedures that will enable the 600kg Microlight
movement to become a reality.
We are keen to revise older requirements to bring them up
to date with modern thinking, designs, and needs. Inherent in
our thinking is the recognition of other States’ regulations,
recognising that the UK cannot always be the only one who
is right.

Detailed consideration is being given to aligning with nonUK airworthiness codes and manufacturing requirements.
Our aim is mutual recognition, which enables uncomplicated
acceptance of aircraft both entering and leaving the UK.

NOW IS THE TIME TO REWRITE THE RULES
TO CREATE THE FUTURE OUR INDUSTRY DESIRES.

CERTIFICATION
The BMAA has extensive knowledge of the UK certification
system and processes. We are the only UK organisation able
to certify Type-Approved (factory-built) Microlights in the
UK, other than the National Authority (UK CAA). We are
able to do this for two main reasons; we are the longest
holder of the BCAR A8-26 Sporting Organisation approval
and the BMAA has the most practical experience
of certifying such aircraft types.
Due to this, the UK CAA has tasked the BMAA with
reviewing the current UK system against others well
established within Europe. BMAA will be recommending
high levels of co-operation with other national codes such as
German & Czech, the global leaders in the certification and
production of 600kg Microlights.
The BMAA will recommend changes to BCAR Section S.
Our aim is to make certification more standardised
and, therefore, more efficient and cost effective.
BMAA IS ENGINEERING CHANGE IN THE UK SYSTEM.
THIS WILL MEAN REDUCED CERTIFICATION COSTS
FOR FUTURE 600KG MICROLIGHT DESIGNS

BCAR
Section S
(600kg)

CS-VLA - Very Light
Aeroplane (750 kg)
CS-LSA - Light Sport
Aeroplane (600 kg)

bmaa Is WORKING TO REDUCE CERTIFICATION COSTS

TECHNICAL EXPERTISE
The BMAA was the first sporting organisation to hold a
specialist technical approval from the UK CAA. BCAR A8-26
is specifically written for our type of organisation and was
awarded following our demonstration of technical ability in
the approval of designs and oversight of approved aircraft.
The BMAA provides airworthiness support for factory and
amateur built microlights giving us an unrivalled
understanding of what pilots want and the needs of
manufacturers and kit suppliers.
In the last 10 years BMAA has approval virtually all new
Microlight designs, allowing them access to the UK market.
Our Company Approval already allows us to approve and
oversee light aircraft with a MTOM of up to 750kg, making
us perfectly placed for new 600kg designs.
BMAA WILL OVERSEE FUTURE 600KG MICROLIGHTS
AS WE HAVE THE EXPERTISE AND EXPERIENCE TO DO SO.

bmaa APPROVES 90% of New MIcrolight DESIGNS in UK

ManufacturING
The BMAA understands and recognises that most owners do not
have the time, facilities or, in some cases, the skills to build their own
aircraft. Instead they wish to purchase a professionally
manufactured and ready-to-fly product. We see this trend in our
current aircraft fleet and believe this will be more common for the
next generation of Microlight aircraft.
Currently, in the UK factory-built Microlights are the clear
preference of flying schools, of which there are more than 100 listed
on the BMAA website alone. Additionally only factory-built aircraft
may be used for providing renumerated flight experiences for the
general public (potential new students).
We see the demand for factory-built, ready-to-fly Microlights
increasing, especially given the increased variety and capabilities
600kg has to offer.

FEWER PILOTS ARE BUILDING KITS AS MOST DO NOT HAVE THE
TIME, FACILITIES OR SKILLS. INSTEAD THEY WISH TO HAVE
FACTORY-BUILT, PROFESSIONAL, READY-TO-FLY MICROLIGHTS.

OPPORTUNITY

The BMAA campaigned for the 600kg option ever since it was first mentioned. Our members took part
in the UK public consultation, voting unanimously in favour of our proposal. In fact over 90% of the
respondents agreed; it was the largest response to any consultation the UK CAA has ever seen.
So, the UK CAA now works to legally implement the 600kg class. The BMAA is heavily involved with
this process and we are working hard to persuade our Authority to recognise procedures and standards
from the whole of Europe.
Additionally, the BMAA is already preparing for the new wave of aircraft that we expect to see early in
2021. We have been approached by several manufacturers and kit suppliers, keen to use our technical
skills and knowledge to best bring their projects to the UK market.

If your company is considering entering the invigorated UK Microlight market,
please get in touch with one of our team. The BMAA is keen and ready to help you.

Roger Pattrick

roger@bmaa.org

chief technical officer

Has been in the industry for over 30 years. Previous roles include
Chief Designer for Hornet Microlights, Mainair Sports & CEO of
P&M Aviation. Roger has been with the BMAA for 5 years, his
expertise being with manufacturing, aircraft design & certification
of both fixed wing and flexwing types.

Robert mott

robert@bmaa.org

chief inspector & Design approval engineer

Has been in the industry for 14 years, all working for the BMAA
since finishing University. He is a keen pilot and aircraft owner
with experience with different types of Microlights and Light
Aircraft, including tailwheel & aerobatics. Rob has experience with
aircraft certification & avionic systems, such as Autopilots and
EFIS.

Mark Bailey

mark@bmaa.org

airworthiness Design approval engineer
Joined the BMAA at the start of 2020 shortly after completing his
degree at University. Mark is currently learning fast with
modification processing and is now taking on more complex
project work as well as helping with preparations for the 600kg
category.

DAVID SIMPSON

dave@bmaa.org

QUALITY MANAGER

Dave worked for BAE Systems, then Cobham, for over 40 years,
first as a design engineer, then engineering manager. He has
carried out the UK certification work on several Microlights
including; the Ikarus C42, EV-97 Eurostar, AX3, Balerit and Alpi
Aviation’s Pioneer range.

geoff weighell

The Team

geoff@bmaa.org

chief executive

Has been in the industry for over 30 years. Previous role was the
owner and operator of a successful flying school. Geoff has been with
the BMAA for 15 years, his expertise being leadership, flight tuition,
and representation with the UK CAA. Prior to becoming CE, he had
been the BMAA Chairman and also Head of the Panel of Examiners.

The BMAA campaigned for the 600kg option
ever since it was first mentioned. Our
members took part in the UK public
consultation, voting unanimously in favour of
our proposal. In fact over 90% of the
respondents agreed, it was the largest
response to any consultation the UK CAA
has ever seen.
The BMAA provides airworthiness support
for factory and amateur built microlights
giving us an unrivalled understanding of
what pilots want and the needs of
manufacturers and kit suppliers.

BMAA STAFF MEMBERS ARE EXTREMELY
DEDICATED ENTHUSIASTS, WITH OVER 100
YEARS COMBINED INDUSTRY EXPERIENCE.

